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Mission in colour 



N oyce’s ‘Golden Galloper’ roundabout was the colourful 
backdrop for a sermon by the Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Right Revd Mike Hill (main picture), during the annual 
Witney Feast service on 1 2 September.This year’s service 
formed part of the first ‘mission weekend’ in Witney Churches 
Together’s year long millennium mission,Y2000. 

Bishop Mike also preached at a 6pm service at St Mary’s 
attended by Christians from all the churches in Witney before 
processing to the fairground for an open air Songs of Praise. 
More than 500 people joined in the hymn singing accompanied 
‘at a galloping pace’ by a steam organ. Among those on the 


roundabout with the Bishop was the town’s deputy mayor, Mrs 
Louise Chapman, and the Sergeant at Arms of the Showman’s 
Guild (pictured top right with Bishop Alike). Witney Team Rector, the 
Revd Cameron Butland led the intercessions which included 
prayers for the fairground community. 

Bishop Mike, who said he had never preached on a round- 
about before, told the story of Blondin who pushed a wheelbar- 
row across Niagara Falls on a tightrope. Before setting off he 
asked his manager ‘Do you think I can do it?’. ‘Yes’ said the 
manager. ‘Well get in the wheelbarrow’ said Blondin. Saying yes 
to God means trusting him with our lives, Bishop Mike said. 



The DOOR 
bursts into 
colour! 

After ten years The 
DOOR has shed its 
monochrome image. In 
future the front, back 
and centre pages will 
be in full colour. There 
will be no additional 
cost to the Diocese. 
We hope that our 
existing readers will 
enjoy the change. We 
hope too that our 
more colourful look 
will encourage new 
readers and strengthen 
the Church’s mission in 
Berkshire, Bucks and 
Oxford-shire. 

Christine Zwart 

Editor 



All this comes from one village 
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The place to shop for interiors ♦ On the A44 in Woodstock 

Craft made articles for the home ♦ From craft makers' cooperatives 
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INSIDE THE DOOR 

• How Vicky found herself 

• An unhealthy silence: 
speaking out about 
domestic violence 

• Why the Diocese needs 
equal opportunities 

• Meet the Michaelmas 
ordinands 
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Clash of values 


WHAT’S BLOCKING 
FAITH? 


In the fourth of our reports on ‘What’s Blocking Faith?’, a confer- 
ence organised by the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group for 
Mission, MIKE MOYNAGH talks about the current culture that 
pervades British society and outlines ways in which the Church 
could respond. His paper is summarised here by Keith Lamdin 


W e can identify some signif- 
icant trends that are 
present in today’s society: 

• 

• We are moving from an ‘off the 
peg’ society to a ‘tailor made’ one. 
We want a car or a pair of Levi 
Jeans, or a new kitchen, which is 
made especially for us. 

• We are moving from a society in 
which the customers have to go to 
the shops towards one in which 
the shops are coming to us. 
Internet shopping is here, and sup- 
pliers will phone us and offer to 
come and discuss our needs. 

• Competition is now global. 
.Convenience is a key value. In the 
USA you can have a standing order 
for your freezer to be stocked regu- 
larly by a supplier. 

• The world will feel out of control 
so that anything that gives us a 
sense of more control will be wel- 
comed. We will have more control 
over what we buy and how we buy 
it and how it is delivered to us. 

• We want freedom and control 
and we also want to belong, and to 
be helped with our choices. So 
Brand is very important (e.g. ‘I 
won’t look all round the shops; I’ll 
just go to M&S because I know its 
good quality*). 

• While we may retain fantasies 
about neighbourhood the reality is 
that we create community by asso- 
ciation. In other words we join 
with others around the things that 
interest us. Increasingly this 
means that we are living in a soci- 


ety made up of fragments rather 
than integrated communities. The 
explosion of sport and leisure asso- 
ciations and the many faces of 
youth cultures are all are examples 
of this, as well as the much more 
visible multi-faith communities. 

Work-place values 

There is a deep clash between the 
values that are reinforced by this 
tailor-made society and the values 
that are increasingly demanded of 
people at work, (see box below) 

Challenge for churches 

The challenge for the churches 
requires us to think about the fol- 
lowing points: 

• Our values as Christians are 

more congruent with the values of 
the work place, yet we exist mainly 
in the non-work part of people’s g 
lives where the values seem more 3 
destructive of the things we ! 

Christians hold dear. 

• Are we going to ignore the frag- % 

ments or can we create | 

congregations that resonate with | 
the interests and concerns of 
associational communities? In 20 
years’ time we might be able to use 
the Internet to find out about all 
the churches and congregations in 

a given area. We might find a 
church for families or a-church for 
business people meeting in all 
sorts of different places at all sorts 
of different time, and offering not 
only worship and fellowship but 


Tailor-made values 

Suspicion of absolutes. 

Choice is everything. 

Pleasure is all important. 

Appearance (what you look like 
on the surface) is all. 

Multiple selves - different people 
in different places. 

The individual is everything. 


Work-place values 

Absolutes of market, profit and sue 
cess. 

Globalisation leads to conformity in 
standards. 

Ethics are important. Behind the sur 
face, quality is all important. 

Reputation is built on consistency of 
personal conduct. Trust is essential. 
Team work is everything. 


mission workshops and seminars. 

• Are we going to work with the 
fragments or might we redis- 
cover a vocation that builds 
community that could affirm and 
build on difference? 

• If brand loyalty is helpful in 
today’s consumer choice, what 
kind of brand image do we want to 
promote in the world? 

Mike Moynagh was formerly policy advisor to 
the Council for British Industry. He is now 
working on a project on the impact of social 
trends over the next 25 years on people’s lives. 


Church has its first 
wedding in 17 years! 



The 1 9th Century Church of St Philip & 
St James, Woodstock Road, Oxford was 
the venue for its first wedding in 1 7 
years when Nick Hebditch married 
Lonah Cheptoo on 2 1 August The cou- 
ple met at Greenbelt, the Christian Arts 
Festival, two years ago. 

The Oxford Centre for Mission Studies 
took over the building in 1 983 to set up 
a research and study centre for Two 
Thirds World scholars. Lonah, a recent 
DOOR ‘God in the Life of’ subject is a 
social worker from the Kapsabet Region 
of Kenya who studied at OCMS from 
1 995-97 before going on to do an MTh 
degree at Westminster College, Oxford. 
Nick is a teacher from Dorset 
The service was conducted by the 
Executive Director of OCMS, Canon Dr 
Vinay Samuel, the Revd Dr. Christopher 
Sugden, Director of Academic Affairs, 
gave the address and OCMS students 
together with family and friends shared 
in the service and celebration. 


LA IECHERETTE 

Chateaux-d'Oex, Switzerland 

Chalet, 3 bedrooms, sleeps 5/6, 
Walking, cycling, swimming. 
Skiing in village and Les Masses 
(3km). 1 .5 hours Geneva 
airport. 

Tel: 0171 359 1803 


CROYDE HOLIDAY 
BUNGALOWS 

Ideal for weekend surfing. 
Parking, dogs welcome, 
linen provided. 

Details: Mrs Veronica Ley 
‘Stock Farm’, Brayford, 
Barnstaple, N. Devon 
EX32 7QQ 
Tel. 01598 710498 


BATSFORD 

ARBORETUM 


(Off A44 Moreton-in-Marsh 
Evesham Road) 


AUTUMN COLOUR 

At the World of "frees 

A rare and beautiful collection 
of trees and shrubs from 
around the world 

Adults £3.50, Seniors £3, Children FOC 
Dogs allowed on leads. 

Open daily lOam - last entry 4.30pm. 
Tel. 01386 701441 

Also 

COTSWOLD FALCONRY 
CENTRE 

Free flying demonstrations 

Joint Ticket £5.50. Tel. 01386 701043 

£1 Off 2 Adults with this advert 



RESTORE 



AFTER SIXTY YEARS WE FIXED THE TEARS 


UNIQUE & INEXPENSIVE IMAGE RESTORATION 
FROM PINT, SLIDE OR NEGATIVE COLOUR OR 
B&W 

AN IDEAL GIFT FOR ANY OCCASION 

PHOT@AGES™ 

KEEPING MEMORIES ALIVE 

Wyvals Court, Swallowfield, Nr Reading, Berks RG7 1 WY 

Tel: (0118) 988 0194 



TABLEWHERE? 


Matching service for new and discontinued Wedgwood, Doulton, 
Spode, Aynsley, Coalport, Minton, Royal Albert, Denby, Hornsea, 
Paragon, RC Derby, Poole, Johnsons, Midwinter etc. 

* WE ALSO BUY! 


Call: 0181 361 6111 Gf Fax: 0181 361 4163 

TABLEWHERE? 


4 Queens Parade Close, Friem Barnet, London NN1 3FT 
Email: tabiewhere9giobalnet.co.uk 
www.tablewhere.co.uk 


o 


THE SACRED 
LAND PROJECT 

Millennium calendar of watercolour 
paintings by 

Rebecca Hind 

is available from the artist’s 

STUDIO 

EXHIBITION 

on October 30th & 31st 

and 

November 6th & 7th 
11am-5pm 

at 8 Manor Farm Road, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Oxon 0X10 7HZ 

Enquiries to: 01865 340633 
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Popular joint RC and Anglican 
school threatened with closure 

T he future of St Augustine’s, a successful j oint Roman 
Catholic and Church of England Upper School in Oxford, is 
under threat to the dismay of many of its pupils and their 
parents, the staff and the governors. 


If Oxfordshire County Council 
goes ahead with its proposal to 
move from a three tier to a two 
tier school system, the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Birmingham would prefer to 
have a Roman Catholic sec- 
ondary school in place of St 
Augustine’s. 

The Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Birmingham says 
that their purpose is to provide 
Catholic eduation for Catholic 
children in Catholic schools 
where possible. This ceased to 
be possible 15 years ago but they 
consider that the proposed 
changes in the Oxford school 
system would make a Catholic 
school viable again. 

St Augustine’s opened as a 
combined school 15 years ago, 
one of only seven joint RC-CE 
schools in the country, after a 
merger between St Edmund 
Campion RC school and Cowley 
St John C of E Upper School. 
Since then it has gone from 
strength to strength and a 
recent OFSTED report comment- 
ed favourably on its teaching 
and its sense of community. 

The school has a current roll 
of 622 students and the admis- 
sion policy allows for two 
Catholic places for one Anglican 
one. For the benefit of RC stu- 
dents mass is said at the school 
on holy days of obligation, an 


RC chaplain visits once a week 
and all religious education is 
taught by specialist RC teachers. 
At the same time the school also 
supports the Oxford Diocese’s 
youth events and there are 
Christian acts of worship. Mrs 
Elizabeth Gilpin, the school’s 
first Anglican head said Tt is a 
joy to see young people of differ- 
ent faiths working happily 
together and gaining under- 
standing of each other’s 
viewpoints’. 

Catholics connected with the 
school are also unhappy with 
the proposal. Onagh Godfrey, a 
Catholic on the governing body 
said: ‘ The setting up of a joint 
RC/CE school has demonstrated 
how Christians can work con- 
structively and effectively for 
the good of the pupils. There is 
an openness and trust between 
staff, clergy and governors. To 
revert to a Catholic school seems 
neither practical nor visionary*. 

'The Oxford Diocese would 
prefer St Augustine’s to contin- 
ue as a jointly managed school 
but realistically acknowledges 
that if its Catholic partner wish- 
es to withdraw from the 
arrangement there is little it 
can do to prevent it, and thus St 
Augustine’s becomes de facto 
unviable,’ said Canon Tony 
Williamson, Diocesan Director 
of Education (Schools). 



Over 25,000 people who 
came to the Bucks County 
Show at Weedon near 
Aylesbury on 2 September 
were invited back to the 
show ground next June to 
take part in Pentcost 2000. 
The Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie, Ecumenical 
Moderator of Milton 
Keynes and Jean Peck 
handed out hundreds of 
invitations to what may 
prove to be the Country’s 
biggest millennium event. 


Diocese runs schools' millennium competition 

The Diocese invites Church schools to produce a book or folder of 
children’s work entitled 'My Dream for the Next Century’ on the life 
or teaching of Christ and responses to it. There will be two first 
prizes of £750 paid to an artist who will work with the school to 
produce a symbol for the entrance reflecting either the millennium 
or an aspect of the school’s Church foundation. Ten runner up 
prizes of £150 will be paid to a stained glass artist who will work 
with the children to create a design for a small glass panel for the 
school entrance. Entry is free; forms from the Revd David Barton at 
Church House by 22 October. 



Is Rebecca painting 
our oldest yew tree? 

Do you know of an older yew tree? On 1 0 
October representatives from 350 parishes will 
attend the Conservation Trust Service at 
Dorchester Abbey to collect their millennium 
yew trees grown from cuttings from trees which 
date back to the time of Christ's birth. On the 
cover of the service sheet will be a painting by 
Rebecca Hinds from Dorchester (above), of a 
1 400 year old yew tree at Iffley near Oxford 
believed to be the oldest yew tree in the 
Diocese. If you know of an older one please tell 
Canon Derek Palmer on 01295 268201. 


Ne 

Following extensive conversations, the Oxford Diocese is 
happy to announce that its Portfolio Programme has been 
validated by Oxford Brookes University. Learners in the 
Diocese, using portfolio, can now gain certificates, diplo- 
mas, degrees, post-graduate diplomas and masters degrees 
in ministry. Oxford Brookes has also partnered the Centre 
for Youth Ministry to develop a full-time undergraduate 
degree programme called 'Youth and Community Work and 
Applied Theology*. From September 2000, when Oxford 
Brookes merges with Westminster College ,it will offer the- 
ology degree programmes. ‘These are very exciting days for 
learning and training in the Oxford Diocese,’ said Keith 
Lamdin, the Diocese’s Director of Training. Look out for 
more in The DOOR. 


PACT for youngsters 

A new scheme to help young- 
sters in custody in Reading 
and Wokingham is being set 
up by a local group. Nova 
Owen, the co-ordinator 
explained: ‘There are times 
when a young person is in 
custody and their parents or 
guardians can’t be with 
them. We want to create a 
pool of volunteers who can 
make contact with these 
youngpeople and support 
them during interviews*. The 
organising group includes 
Parents and Children 
Together (PACT), the police 
and the Oxford Diocese. Ring 
Freefone 0800 731 1845 for 
more information. 


61 miles is a ‘short’ 
cycle ride for Chris 

Chris Butler-Smith, son 
of the Revd Bob Butler- 
Smith , Rector of All 
Saints, Rotherfield 
Peppard, took to his 
bicycle for the Historic 
Churches Trust Cycle 
Ride on 11 September 
and notched up 44 
churches in 61 miles. 
Chris, who is married 
with two children, 
spends many hours 
cycling at weekends. He 
says he found the 61 
miles ‘relatively short*. 
Congratulations to all 
who cycled whether for 
one or 61 miles! 




es in ministry 


Pilgrimage on target for 
the Diocese 

The Pilgrimage against Poverty left Iona on 
1 5 August. It is due to arrive in London on 1 7 
October, the UN Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty. There will be a service at St Martin- 
in-the-Fields,Trafalgar Square at 3pm (all are 
welcome). The pilgrims will be in the Oxford 
Diocese between 7 and 1 5 October.The full 
progamme was in the September DOOR on 
page 4 but Slough’s arrangements were not 
included, They are as follows: 

Slough Thursday 14 October. 4.30pm welcome St 
Peter’s, Chalvey; evening, 8pm, lecture and 
discussion with Fiona MacTaggart, MP at Kingsway 
URC Church, Church Street, Slough. 

Friday 1 5 October pilgrims leave from St Peter’s, 
Chalvey 9am. 

Details: Revd David AAiell on 01753 529988 

The Pilgrimage Co-ordinator in the 
Oxford Diocese is Jo Saunders on 
01865 208213 . 


Our cricketers are the 
'team of the nineties’ 

The Oxford Diocesan cricket team 
proved itself to be the clergy ‘team of 
the nineties’ by winning the Church 
Times Cup, the national interdiocesan 
cricket competition, for the seventh 
time in 11 years. In the final at 
Southgate in London, on 2 September 
Oxford beat Bath and Wells convincing- 
ly by 104 runs. Among the spectators 
was the Bishop of Buckingham, a for- 
mer Oxford player. 

With Oxford winning the toss and 
deciding to bat in perfect conditions, 
Bath and Wells did well to restrict 
Oxford’s powerful batting line-up to 
219 for 6 from their 50 overs. Top scorer 
and man of the match was Hugh White 
who was spectacularly caught and 
bowled by former Oxford captain, John 
Samways for 96. Accurate bowling and 
tight fielding put pressure on the Bath 


and Wells batsmen who were all out 
for 115 in the 46th over. All the Oxford 
bowlers bowled well with Vaughan 
Robert’s off-spin claiming four wickets. 

Two days later, Hugh White, Andrew 
Wingfield Digby, Tim Bradshaw and Ed 
Newell were also members of the 
National Church of England Cleigy XI 
who defeated a Baptist Union of Great 
Britain XI at the MCC ground at 
Shenley, Hertfordshire. Chasing a total 
of over 300, the Baptists managed to 
reachl20 having at one stage been out 
for 4 following a devastating opening 
spell by former Dorset captain, 
Wingfield Digby. 

During the winter the Oxford team 
are planning a tour to our link Diocese 
of Kimberly and Kuruman in South 
Africa. As well as playing cricket the 
team will be involved in ministry and 
will work to strengthen links between 
the dioceses. 

Ed Newell 

Ed Newell is Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford. 


news in brief 

‘What does society expect from business in 
the third millennium?* is the theme of a One 
World Week Question Time at St Andrew’s 
Priestwood, Bracknell on 20 October at 8pm. 
The panel will include: John Foley of Waitrose 
Ltd, a member of the Ethical Trading Group. 

October 10 is World Mental Health Day. A 
resource leaflet, ‘Mental Health Promotion and 
the Christian Church’ is available from: Mental 
Health Programme, HEA, Trevelyan House, 30 
Great Peter St, London SW1P 2HW ‘ 

On Sunday 10 October Buckinghamshire's 
newest Local Ecumenical Partnership will be 
officially created when the Anglican and 
Methodist churches, which stand opposite 
each other in Marlow Bottom, formally join. 

The Bible Society’s free resource pack for Bible 
Sunday 1999, ‘Horizon of Hope’, will include 
Hope 2000 for young people. The pack, which 
offers ideas for worship and a children’s pro- 
gramme is available from Beth Fox at the Bible 
Society: 01793 418100. 

Churchgoers in Grove havfc just said goodbye 
to their vicar and his curate. The Revd Dick 
French retired at the end of August after 27 
years as Vicar of St John the Baptist Church 
while the Revd Roger Fray and his wife Beri, a 
licensed lay minister, have moved to Brittany. 

Windsor has a new coffee shop. From 24 
September Holy Trinity Church’s Mountbatten 
Room will be open from 9.30am to 12.30pm to 
provide a ministry of welcome for visitors. The 
church book stall will be open at the same time. 

If you have a view about the Church Urban 
Fund please tell the Bishop of Bradfordabout 
it. Get the questionnaire from the CUF hot- 1 
line 01858 462798. 

Using the Bible for mission is the theme of the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies ‘Tuesdays at 
Ten’ Lectures starting on 21 September with ‘Why 
have a theology of mission?’ by Revd Dr Chris 
Sudgen. Canon Dr Vinay Samuel will be speaking 
on 28 September and 5 October. The Bishop of Jos 
in Nigeria will talk about ‘Christian Muslim 
Engagement in Nigeria’ on 25 October . The lec- 
tures start at 10am except 25 October - 11.30am. 


Canon William Purcell 

As we go to press we have heard with sadness of the 
death of Canon William Purcell in Cambridge on 19 
September at the age of 90. He was an invaluable 
member of our Editorial Support Group for seven years 
and a wise and much loved friend ofThe DOOR even 
after his move to Cambridge. We send our love and 
sympathy to his wife, Margaret, and to the whole 
family.There will be more tributes next month. Editor 


HISTORY 
HERITAGE FAITH 
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CROSS OF NAILS 
AWARD FOR CHIPS 

Christian International Peace Service 
(CHIPS) have been awarded a Cross of Nails 
by Coventry Cathedral for their work of 
reconciliation.The cross was presented at 
the charity’s headquarters near Henley to 
Roy Calvocoressi (right) CHIPS, founder and 
director. He is pictured receiving it from 
Canon Andrew White of the Cathedral. 
Nearly 1 50 supporters applauded this 
recognition of CHIPS’s ministry of 
reconcilation in the name of Jesus which has 
led to the establishment of over 60 centres 
of peace around the world. 


Salt on the 
menu at jubilee 
Kirchentag 

‘You are the Salt of the Earth* That was 
the message which over 100,000 
Christians heard in Stuttgart between 16 
and 20 June. In music and mime, in lec- 
tures, workshops and Bible studies, in 
the carved blocks of rock salt which deco- 
rated many of the venues and in the great 
mountain of salt in the Schlossplatz, the 
main square of the city, salt was on the 
menu of the 28th Deutscher 
Evangelischer Kirchentag, the great two- 
yearly Church assembly of the German 
Protestant Churches. 

Diocesan contingent 

Among these vast crowds from different 
lands and different Christian traditions, 
there were a dozen from the the Diocese 
of Oxford. Most of them were Anglicans, 
but there was a contingent from the 
URC/Methodist shared church in 
Buckingham. Some, like Martha George 
from Christ the Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes, were attending this great ecu- 
menical gathering for the first time. 
Others, like Brenda Matthews from the 
parish of Terriers, High Wycombe, were 
well on the way to being old hands. 

For all who were in Stuttgart the 
Kirchentag offered endless possibilities. 
Some spent their time with the great 
teachers like Hans Kung, who held a 
crowd of thousands in his hand as he lec- 


tured in the open air. Others were there 
for the music, whether it was renais- 
sance brass, or Lutheran chorales, or 
Taize, or rock. Others spent their time in 
the vast exhibition halls catching up on 
the latest ideas in bio-ethics, or human 
rights issues or inter-faith relations. 

Support for Jubilee 2000 

The Kirchentag began in the aftermath 
of the Second World War, as Christians in 
Germany began to rebuild their society. 
An important part of its purpose was to 
prevent the separation between Christian 
faith and political (in the broadest sense) 
engagement which had been so skilfully 
exploited by the Nazis. This year the 
Kirchentag celebrated its own golden 
Jubilee by raising a huge crowd to pro- 
claim that other Jubilee which is so much 
in the news. As 50,000 gathered in 
Cologne to form a human chain in 
protest at the slavery imposed on whole 
nations by unrepayable debt, 10,000 
flooded into the centre of Stuttgart to 
add their voices to the call for debt can- 
cellation. How wondered Dorothee Solle, 
as she addressed the rally, how can we 
say the Lord’s Prayer today without lying? 
For in the German version we ask to be 
forgiven our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. 

It is such encounters between clear- 
minded theological thinking and 
everyday reality which make the 
Kirchentag the stimulating event that it 
is. The next one will be in Frankfurt am 
Main from 13th-17th June 2001. All will 
be welcome. 

Tony Dickinson 

The Revd Tony Dickinson is Priest in charge of St 
Francis, Terriers, Ecumenical Officer for the Bucks 
Archdeaconry and European contact for the Diocese. 


The contribution of an exceptional man 


D avid Pean was Secretary of the Board of 
Finance for 17 years from 1965 to 1982, 
a period of profound change in the organ- 
isation and financing of the Church of England. 
After a distinguished war record David qualified 
as a chartered acc-ountant, and then joined the 
Colonial Service in 
Kenya, first in the 


necessary changes. At that time the diocese had 
many beautiful but very large vicarages, prohibi- 
tively expensive to maintain, but loved by their 
villages and their vicar. In the face of the financial 
stringency, many had to be sold, although this was 
often resented. In spite of these difficulties, with 

DAVIDVANSTONE PEAN financial management 


Treasury and latterly m l ; 
the Ministry of 

Agriculture, where he was invited 
to stay on after independence. 

When he returned to the U.K. in 
1965, he joined the Diocese as 
treasurer, and No. 2 to Alan Pink, 
who was of the ‘old school’. 

David’s first remit was to reor- 
ganise the diocese's account-ing 
systems. He quickly impressed 
those in authority and when Mr 
Pink’s job was split, David became 
Secretary of the Board of Finance 
while Mr Pink remained in charge 
of Diocesan Trustees. 

Lunch-hour backgammon! 

David Pean was to prove an outstandingly able 
and successful Board of Finance Secretary. His 
first challenge was pastoral reorganisation, fol- 
lowing the introduction of the Pastoral Measure 
in 1 968. David and Michael O’Connor, the Past- 
oral Secretary, worked closely together, their co- 
operation cemented by their lunch-hour games 
of backgammon. As his grandson recalls, David 
was a mean player! Their efforts placed the Ox- 
ford Diocese, and the Archdeaconry of Bucking- 
hamshire in particular, at the forefront in imple- 
menting this Measure, seen essentially as past- 
oral but one also bringing much-needed financial 
benefits at a time of increasing financial difficulty. 

The late seventies were a time of dramatic 
increases in Parish Shares because suddenly the 
increase in income from the Church Commiss- 
ioners could not keep pace with the rapid rise in 
inflation. Between 1 978 and 1981 the Parish 
Share tripled from £650,000 to £ 1 .9 million, with 
annual increases of up 68%. It was essential to 
reassure parishes faced with these increases that 
their money was being carefully spent; David was 
instrumental in developing a more informative 
style of diocesan accounts, detailing where the 
money came from and how it was used.These 
served as the basis for presentations at the Board 
of Finance, at Synod and in a series of roadshows 
to individual deaneries. 

It was of course essential in these circumstan- 
ces to make the best possible use of the res- 
ources of the diocese, and David made an 
important contribution to bringing in many 
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Oxford’s stipends rose 
to be second highest in 
the country and parishes continued 
to pay over 96% of their Parish 
Share. 

In 1 976 the Endowments and 
Glebe Measure handed to dioceses 
the management of glebe land. 
David worked closely with George 
Hammond to rationalise and diver- 
sify this portfolio of mainly small 
parcels of agricultural land. It is a 
measure of the success of their 
actions that the glebe account now 
provides over £ I million a year 
towards the cost of stipends. 

Such a time of change and difficulty naturally 
caused tensions and indeed open disputes. David 
retained the professionalism and detachment of a 
first class civil servant, both in the major issues 
and in the hundreds of often complex minor 
issues in the parishes which are the daily fare of 
any Board of Finance Secretary. He was both firm 
and genial, with a delightful, quizzical and often 
acerbic sense of humour. He disliked pretension 
and pomposity and enjoyed putting them down, 
making him unpopular with some. 

Toward the end of his term of office David was 
afflicted by rheumatoid arthritis which mercifully 
eased after his retirement and move to Chich- 
ester, and he enjoyed several years of active life 
before his wife’s death in 1 996, and the onset of a 
crippling blood disorder, darkened his final years. 

Much loved family man 
David was, above all, a family man. He was wholly 
devoted to Hester, his childhood sweetheart, and 
to Jennifer and Anna, their daughters, and their 
respective families. Jean Rivers at Church House 
remembers him remarking that ‘the best thing in 
the world is a grand-daughter flinging her arms 
around your neck’ and his elder grandson spoke 
movingly at his funeral of how he had been a v 
stimulating and much loved grandfather and 
friend to all of them. 

The Diocese has good cause to be grateful for 
the contribution of such an exceptional man and 
those of us who attended his funeral were proud 
to be able to say thank you for all that he 
achieved for us. 

Martin Mays-Smith 






ORCHARD 

STREET FURNITURE 

Castle House, Castle Square 
Benson, Oxon. 0X10 6SD 
Tel: 01491 826100 / 642123 
Fax: 01491 642126 
www.orchardstreet.co.uk 

Orchard Street Furniture offer an extensive 
range of high-quality seats, benches, tables, 
bollards, planters and litter bins. All of our 
products have been designed to complement 
and enhance hard landscape areas and other 
exterior environments. 

Orchard specialise in memorial and 
remembrance seats for all occasion such as 
To remember a loved one, or to commemorate 
the Millennium. Carving and plaques are 
available. 

All Orchard products are constructed to an 
extremely high standard, and may be selected 
and specified with confidence. The 
competitively priced range includes all-timber 
items as well as timber-and-metal designs, 
and a number of all-steel options. Orchard can 
also manufacturer purpose-made units of all 
kinds to order. 

For a full colour brochure contact us on the 
above numbers or visit our website at 
www.orchardstreet.co.uk * 


HERALD SINGERS 

* Choir available for weddings and funerals 

* Number of singers to suit the occasion and venue - 
quartet, full choir (25 voices) or somewhere in 
between. Experience shows that 10 or 12 voices are 
most popular. 

* Organist/ accompanist, solo voice, flute, oboe, 
clarinet player can be arranged 

* To discuss your requirements or to obtain further 
information, please telephone 

MRS M MORRIS 0118 971 3038 


MODERN MUSIC 

READING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 

Opus 1 Opus 5 

Single manual instrument Twin manual instrument 


with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,745 inc. VAT 


with 32 note pedal board 
19 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£3,495 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 

MODERN MUSIC CENTRE, 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7QA. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: Sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modem-music.co.uk 

Also branches at: 

Abingdon Basingstoke 

01 235 52431 6 01 256 464663 


Action by Christmas Against 
IQCCLU Torture 


AIMS 


• to increase awareness among Christians about torture 

• to campaign for its abolition World wide 

• to support those suffering from or under threat of torture 

• to pray for victims, perpetrators and governments who practice torture 

CAN YOU HELP? 

More details from: Lois Stamelis, ACAT (UK), 40 Albert Rd, Saltash, 
Cornwall, PL12 4EB Tel/Fax 01752 849821 Reg Charity No 1072628 


Elite and Woodhouse 
Associates Ltd 

Does your dog take you for*a walk? 

If so, have him/her professionally trained by ex- 
military and other professional dog handlers. 
1-2-1 we come to you. 

Plus we assist in finding homes for 
unwanted pets. 

We also provide pet transport, pet 
sitters, dog walkers. 

Further details 
tel: 0800 096 6915 


f IDCAR CUE/ 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Professional Wedding Photographs 

INCLUDING ALBUM 

Also Children and Family Portraits. 
Price list available on request 
Millennium Bookings 
now being taken 

jfl^ 01295 711037 
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a new 


I didn’t feel that I had that much of a childhood. I 
was abused mentally, physically and sexually, 
because of this I didn't really trust anyone. 1 
became withdrawn and just didn't know who I was. I 
was a confused, very sensitive, lonely little girl. I did 
have friends but I didn't feel like I belonged or fitted 
in with anyone. It didn’t matter what type of people I 
was talking to, I was always on the outside looking 
in. Inside me though, deep down was a yearning for 
self-discovery, a need to feel whole. 

Although I had always been aware of God’s presence I 
never felt that I had an opportunity to learn about Him, 
then I met Sam. I used to go to worship down at the ‘Mish' 
on a Thursday; it was good and I did learn a lot. The one 
thing that was really cleared up was the rumour that 
Christians lead a boring life. At the ‘Mish’ there were a 
wide variety of different Christians and none were boring, 
none hit me around the head with the Bible to knock 
some sense into me and not one of them tried to brain- 
wash me. The trouble was I was a teenager and I wanted 
to belong and although I believed in God that would have 
meant good clean pure fun and I wanted excitement in 
the form of alcohol, clubbing, sex and a few drugs. 


God was trying to contact me 

I decided that I would take a year out after school, then go 
back and do my ‘A’ levels. During that year out I fell preg- 
nant; me and my partner split up and it was then that I 
started to think seriously about my life. Suddenly out of 
the blue I dialled Sam’s number. At the time I didn’t real-, 
ly know why because although we had built up a 
friendship all my other friends were going their own way. 
Now I can say that the Lord made me ‘phone her. ‘He’ was 
trying to make contact with me. He had been for my 
whole life, the message was just beginning to get through. 

I met up with Sam for lunch and she told me about 
Lemon Juice (a play group) she was involved with. She 
asked me along and this meant that I would meet up with 
Sam again every week. 

When I had my son Kyle it was just so amazing. After it 
dawned on me that I was actually a mum it also began to 
dawn on me that he was far too good too wonderful and 
far too beautiful to be just a creation of mine and his 
dad’s. He was a gift to me from God. I had to get him 
blessed; I had to say thank you Lord for giving me this pre- 
cious life. I know he is a gift from Him and I had to let my 
family acknowledge that too. Guess who helped me with 


the service and who was there to answer all my questions? 
Sam! I came to realise that Sam too was a gift from God. 
When I needed someone to listen, she was there. When I 
needed answers, she was there. When I needed guidance 
she was there. I have been so blessed, God has supplied 
me with all the people I needed at the right time. 

The Alpha course I went on was such perfect timing 
because my quest to find out more had been awakened. 
Odet (one of the co-leaders) has been great. The Lord gave 
me a mirror image of myself, but she had the Lord I did- 
n’t. One of my many excuses was being a single parent - 
‘How can I say I don’t believe in sex before marriage and 
then have Kyle walk in?’ Well, Odet could do it so could I. 
Odet has been great; reassuring me and teaching me. I 



God in the life of . . 

Vicky 


believe God gave her to me to teach me, and as we talk we 
just realise how much we have in common. The Lord is so 
good, he talks to us and through us. When I needed con- 
firmation on some things he showed me, he confirmed 
them through Odet. 

After the Alpha course I knew that God was there and 
he had guided me to him but like a blind fool I still car- 
ried on by myself. It wasn’t long before I went into a 
depression I heard voices saying; ‘What have you done 
with your life?’ I began to regret what I had done, what I 
had said and continued to do. I even came home one day 
when everything had been great and burst into tears. I 


soon realised I was crying about my past and the fact that 
I couldn’t deny God was there had triggered it. He was in 
me, the Lord finally found a way into my hard heart and I 
still ran from him. 

The next two or three weeks were torture. My con- 
science wouldn’t rest, I was depressed. I had started to go 
to a Gospel Church just before Christmas and at this time 
they changed their services from afternoon to morning. 
Anyway with the church changing times it ment I could 
either go to work or church so I used my job as an excuse 
for not becoming a Christian, for not spending time with 
God. 

But the Lord soon put me straight. All the many rea- 
sons I had for running he showed me that they were just 
mere excuses. So one Sunday I went to church. I didn’t 
want to be there but I was compelled to go. I was so down 
and when I’m down I don’t like to be around people, espe- 
cially happy people. It was good but I went home feeling 
empty. I didn’t have what they had. 

I got home and put my Sunday dinner in. Kyle was 
asleep. The Lord was nagging, he had blown all my excus- 
es by telling me to look at Corinthians 10 the night before. 
That removed my last excuse. So I was trapped. I felt so 
bad about my past and so very sorry, I needed to repent 
because I just couldn't bear to go forward. By 4 o’clock I 
couldn’t take it any more. 

Everything suddenly looked different 

I knew I needed to pray but I didn’t really know what I 
was going to pray but I knew it was going to be personal. I 
went and I talked to Pat and then we prayed. I can’t 
remember what was said or what I said, all I know is that 
I just went dizzy, the room was spinning and I just felt 
weird! Oh the relief after prayer was amazing, I just felt 
peace and then I felt this joy. I do remember saying to Pat 
‘Oh I feel so happy I could ltiss you’ but I didn’t. Anyway I 
suddenly remembered I had left my dinner in the oven 
hours ago and I started to panic. I thought of hard black- 
ened potatoes and black smoke billowing out but when I 
opened the oven door the roast was perfect. It was the 
tastiest dinner I’ve had in my life. 

The next day I was walking round and thanking God 
for everything. Everything looked different. I can’t explain 
how it looked different, it just did. That evening Odet 
came round for the start of Alpha 2. 1 turned to her and 
said ‘but I’m not a Christian yet’, and Odet said in an 
authoritative voice ‘Yes you are’. It was then that I realised 
why everyone had been congratulating me, and that was 
why everything looked different. 

My excitement comes from life from God. Discovering 
who he is and who I am. The longing to find me will be 
over because God will reveal the real me, the me he 
planned me to be. I long to do his works, but the excite- 
ment comes not from not knowing what he has planned 
but from knowing that what ever I will be chosen to do 
will glorify his name. I am on a great road of discovery. I 
AM BORN AGAIN! I have new life, renewed vision, an 
anointing, a great almighty God and I can now say I am 
ALIVE. Thank you Lord. 



va 
Network 


is a charity based in Oxford which helps ‘children at risk’ world-wide by 
networ king the Christian response. We have a number of job 
opportunities available in Oxford. We want to hear from you, whatever 
time you are willing to give, if you are willing to get involved in the ‘bigger picture’ of 
Christian response to ‘children at risk’. (All of our 23 staff raise their own support by 
involving their contacts, churches, friends and family). 

Networking co-ordinator (2 positions, commencing immediately) 

The Networking Co-ordinator will be responsible for: 
communication with the existing 25 Networks. (A network is a group of organisations, 
projects and individuals who decide to share together with a view to increasing the 
effectiveness of their overall work amongst ‘children at risk’). Most contact will be with 
the local Networkers assisting them in every way possible i.e. shaping plans, sharing 
information, news, ideas, contacts & encouragement, 
the development & facilitating of new Networks and associated resourcing. 

Good communication skills are needed across cultures and you will need to be willing \o 
travel when necessary to represent or consolidate the Network. 

Enquiries Desk (several positions, commencing immediately) 

The Enquiries Desk Co-ordinator will be responsible for: 

• dealing with contacts and enquiries from all over the world, 
mobilising those already working with ‘children at risk’ and those interested in getting 
involved. 

Applications need to have a good understanding of people, good communication skills, a 
readiness to seek God’s guidance through prayer and a proactive “problem solving” 
attitude. 

Please contact Brian Wilkinson if you would like any further information on the 
above positions or would like to visit the offices to find out more. 

PO Box 633, Oxford, UK, 0X2 OXH 

Tel. 01865 450800 Fax. 01 865 203567 






Seal ^watcher® 

ELECTRONIC SCALE ELIMINATION 

SOLVES HARD WATER PROBLEMS! 
LET THE MARKET LEADER LOOK 
AFTER YOUR SYSTEM 

■ Descales & protects entire system 

■ No Chemicals 

■ No Maintenance 

■ Widely acclaimed by industry 

Sutherland Partners 

The Granary, Oare, Newbury, 

Berkshire RG1 8 9SD 
Tel/Fax (01635) 200249 


Arthritis? Joint Pain? M.E.? 
Or Just Lacking Energy? 

Try “INTRA” 

Amazing botanical blend of 
23 herbal extracts in a fruit juice 
base. Balances the body and 
boosts the immune system. 
Also helps prevent colds. 

For further details 
Tel. 01787 280230 


NURSERY NURSES 
or EXPERIENCED 
ASSISTANTS 

required for our 
temporary/supply register for 
work at private day nurseries in 
Oxford, Didcot and Compton. 

Telephone: Staffquest 

01933 440544 


More about Vicky 


Vicky was brought up in Oxford, 
mainly in the Blackbird Leys area. 

In 1 997 her son Kyle (pictured 
with her) was born.Vicky’s hobbies 
are writing poetry, music and 
‘other people’. She hopes one day 
to become a social worker or a 
youth worker. 


and Oxford Youth Works 


This article first appeared in the summer edition of Initiative, 
the Oxford Youth Works (OYW) newsletter.Vicky was inter- 
viewed by OYW Development Manager, Ian Watkins who 
also took the photographs. Oxford Youth Works is a 
Christian charity, based in the Old Mission Hall, St Clement’s, 
Oxford (The Mish). OYW offers young people unconditional 
friendship, support and the Gospel, runs youth projects in 
the Oxford area and trains youth workers. You can find out 
more on 01865 438383. 


Telephone 


Can you help 
Heather? 


Long-term Foster Carer(s) or 
Adopler(s) are urgently required for 
Heather, an energetic, cheerful, 
affectionate 1 0 year old white British 
girl with learning difficulties and 
some behavioural problems. 

Heather has been in care since 1995. She has occasional contact 
with siblings who are adopted. 

Through circumstances Heather has had several changes of foster 
carers and is longing for a "forever Mummy and Daddy". 

Heather is healthy. She enjoys swimming and other outside 
activities, watching cartoons and playing on a computer. 

If you feel you can help Heather, please contact Ricki Lane or 
Moggie Limb, Derbyshire Social Services, High Street, Clay Cross, 
Nr Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 

Tel: (01246) 348770/ 348771 


North Wales 

Country house. 
Beautiful setting near A5. 
Fishing available. 
Children welcome. 
Open all year round. 
Tel. 01490 420639 
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Unhealthy 

Silence 

Domestic violence occurs in as many as one in 
four marriages.This means that in your church 
this Sunday there will be some women - and 
perhaps a man - who are being secretly 
attacked by partners who promised to love 
them. We hope that this feature will encourage 
churches to break this unhealthy silence. 



Posed by actors for The Children’s Society 


Has the Church 
colluded by keeping 
quiet about it? 

R emarkably domestic violence overtook 
everything else on the agenda to become 
the principal concern of the Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women 
both nationally and internationally. Of course it 
is not just a ‘women’s issue’ but central to the 
well-being of families. The Baptist Union, 
Methodists, Roman Catholics and the Church of 
Scotland have all done research and produced 
reports including advice about how clergy and 
laity should respond to domestic violence. Until 
now our Church has remained silent, neither 
condemning nor challenging it and, by silence, 
colluding in it. 

Domestic violence is a painful, uncomfortable 
subject we would all rather avoid. It is often 
silently condoned or seen as no one else’s busi- 
ness. Although it has happened throughout 
history the status of women has now changed. 
Today violence is seen as a completely unaccept- 
able way of dealing with the conflict and 
disagreements occurring in all personal relation- 
ships. But still an enormous number of women 
and children, across all sections of society, live 
with pain and loneliness and fear of violence in 
their homes from someone they have loved and 
trusted. 

'Some women die at the hands of those 
who have promised in a Christian 
ceremony to love and honour them.* 

Hands to End Violence against Women 


The roots of violence in individuals may lie in 
their own experience of being abused, witnessing 
it at home or being beaten at school. Sometimes 
men are less articulate and less mature than 
their partners and know no other release for 
their feelings of powerlessness and inferiority. As 
boys, many men have been brainwashed into 


believing that violence is a natural, inevitable 
part of manhood. Many think that to be male is 
to be aggressive. This view is often confirmed by 
TV, videos, and magazines. The stress of living in 
poverty on inadequate benefits, stress at work, 
alcohol, or mental illness may be precipitating 
factors, but violence happens in well ordered, 
‘respectable’ families who have none of these 
problems. 

> . . — . ... 

‘Women who have experienced violence 

need most of all to be listened to. A 
woman may have been beaten many times 
before she will go to a stranger for help/ 

Home is where the Hurt is by Rosie Nixon 


Women victims of physical and mental abuse 
(only 1% are men), feel embarrassed and 
ashamed and do not expect to be believed. They 
often feel guilty and responsible. In my experi- 
ence very many women, including those who are 
church members, have very low self- esteem. It 
takes enormous courage for such women to 
admit to anyone what they are suffering. This 
may be especially true if the family is respected 
in the community. 

So what can we do? 

• We can bring the subject into the open, accept- 
ing that it does not just happen to women ‘out 
there’ but to women we know, in our church and 
community. 

• We can offer support to anyone we know who 

is being abused. ^ 

• We can make sure that information about 
where to get help is available in every church. 

• We can support Women’s Aid and others who 
provide refuges. 

• We can also challenge the patriarchal atti- 
tudes in the Church that still treat women as 
inferior. 

• Most importantly, we can teach our sons that 
violence is never justified and our daughters 
never to accept it. 

Jennifer Beresford 

Jennifer Beresford was chairwoman of the Diocese's Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women committee. Her 
book Creating Confidence in Women (SPCK, £8.99) developed 
from the assertiveness courses she ran in the Oxford Diocese. 


M y story began not long after my 
marriage, with rows which 
simply baffled me. If I ever tried after- 
wards to sort things out, I was bashed 
again for making him feel bad. Men 
apparently often act like that to disori- 
entate their victims, denying it all, acting 
sweet one day and vicious the next. 

I was bashed, but I was not the sort 
of wife one sees on sleazy television 
plays. I am highly educated, I have had 
numerous professional jobs, and have 
even been a diplomat, representing this 
country abroad. I suppose his mascu- 

Anna’s story 

line triumph was all the greater, making 
him think he could subdue even such a 
woman. He was not an unemployed 
layabout, either. He had a responsible 
position in a large and well-known 
company. 

Things got really bad when I began 
my first pregnancy. We had moved 
away from my friends and family, I had 
given up my job, and he obviously 
thought he could bash me and I could 
do nothing about it 
He would pick rows on the flimsiest 
grounds: he found me crying one 
evening when he came in, and hit me 
because he said he expected me to 
blame him for the tears. Another time, 
he hit me because he said I said good- 
night in a tone of voice he didn’t care 
for. He would scream at me and hit me 
for four hours at a time before he got 
tired of it and went to bed. He threw 
things at me and tore up my clothes. 

He never cared what damage he did 
- once he kicked me so hard in the 
back that I was temporarily paralysed 
for nearly twenty minutes, and lost 
control of my functions. Once he hit 
me when I had a baby in my arms, and 
the baby fell to the floor: nearly striking 
his head on the wall. I believe that at 
least one of my miscarriages was 
caused by his cruelty. 

Eventually but reluctantly he agreed 
to go for marriage guidance, but 
refused point-blank to admit that 
anything was wrong.The counsellors 
gave up, saying they could not help me 


unless he admitted what he was doing. 

The cruellest thing he ever did was 
not physical violence, but a dreadful 
threat. When I told him I could stand 
no more, and would tell our vicar of 
his violence, he told me he had already 
told the vicar and others in our village 
that I was very unstable, and had 
threatened all sorts of insane things, 
including telling the vicar such lies as 
this. He said that my revelations were 
to be the signal for the vicar and the 
PCC to have me certified. 

I was not sure whether he would 
succeed, but I was sure he would try. 
He was certain they would all believe 
him instead of me. And I was afraid he 
might be right. After all, he was an 
upright member of the PCC, a school 
governor a member of the golf club 
and all the rest. 

So I stuck out more years of silent 
despair until we had to move house to 
an area where he was not yet a pillar 
of the community. Then I began to tell 
people, and I was amazed when they 
believed me. So thoroughly had he 
destroyed my confidence, that I fully 
expected total disbelief. 

Eventually, after many years I got 
away, taking my children with me, but 
his vindictiveness never stopped. What 
is more, his maintenance payments 
disappeared, leaving me first on bene- 
fits until I dragged together some 
scraps v of self-respect and got work 
I am lonely and dreadfully overworked. 

I have no pension to look forward to, 
and the experiences I have gone 
through have prevented me from 
making new relationships. I am back to 
being a very strong person, but I bear 
terrible mental scars. 

An Unhealthy Silence: 

‘Behind Closed Doors' conference 

on domestic violence 

on 26 October at Radley College 

Organised by Thames Valley 
Partnership for professionals and 
voluntary organisations to raise aware- 
ness of the problem and create a new 
agenda for the millennium. 

Keynote speakers include Tessa 
Jowell, MP and Lord Bassan of 
Brighton. Details from BSR, Church 
House Telephone: 0 1 865 2082 1 4. 


Viv calls herself a survivor of domestic violence 

I was the victim of domestic violence for many years and am now separated from 
my husband. As a Christian I struggled as to whether or not separation was the 
right thing and even wrote articles oyer the years for our diocesan magazine - 
anonymously as my former husband was well-known.Thanks to the incredible 
support from my former Protestant rector and my counsellor, a Catholic nun, who 
were united in following Jesus’ footsteps by reaching out unconditionally to 
someone in need - I now call myself a survivor of domestic violence. 



We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

fit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 


OLD ALRESFORD PLACE 
WINCHESTER DIOCESAN 
RETREAT HOUSE AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Alrcsfbrd, Hampshire S()24 9I)H 
Tel/Fax 01962 732518 

c.mail: old. alrcs ford, pljciln dial.pipcx.com 

A MACE TO HE’ 

FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS AND RETREATS 
ONE STEP BACK, TWO STEPS FORWARD 8-12 Nov 1999 

A traditional Prc-Advcnt Retreat Cost £115 

for those in Ministry, Led by Canon Colin Dcedes 

STRESS AND STILLNESS; DOORWAYS TO COD 19-21 Nov 1999 
with Wanda Nash Cm £H5 

STORYTELLING FOR CHRISTMAS 11 Dec 1999 

with Sandra Pollcrman 10um-4pm Cost £30 

Tor full details on all the above contact: 

The Warden. Old Alrcsford Place. Alresford. Hampshire S024 9DH 
Tel/Fax 01962 732518 

Chanty No. 1065509 The Charity exists for 
Spiritual Refreshment and Learning 

ISRAEL 

Kionufz 

Adventure 

The Millennium Pilgrimage 

10 days tour 

07/3-16/3/2000 

(A week before the Pope who arrives on the 24th!) 

Please call: 0181 458 9235 
Holy Land 


DERBYSHIRE 

Community of St. Laurence 

Field Lane, Belper, Derby DE56 1 DD 
Telephone: 01773 822585 

The house is available for parish weekends or 
teaching weekends, private retreats or just a few 
days peace and quiet, conference and quiet 
days. 

ROOMS: 22 Single, 4 Twin 


LATTENDALES 

QUAKER GUEST HOUSE 

Greystoke, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 0UE 

QUIETLY SITUATED ON THE NORTH 
EDGE OF THE LAKELAND NATIONAL 
PARK. LATTENDALES IS A GUEST 
HOUSE OF THE FRIENDS FELLOWSHIP 
OF HEALING. 

A REGISTERED 
CHARITY 

TELEPHONE: 

017684 83229 
017684 83058 (fax) ' ' 

e-mail: 113101.2672.@compuserve.com 




CLASSIFIEDS 


The Parish Church of St. Peter’s, Drayton, Oxon 

required as soon as possible 

Or g anist and ChoirDirector 

Honorarium 11620 pa • additional Ices lor weddings & funerals. 
Sunday 10.00 Eueharisl/Family Service & Major Festivals. Weekly 
Choir Practice. Friendly environment with opportunities lor the 
development of traditional and contemporary musie. 

Further information: The Rcvd. Dorothy Derrick, The Vicarage. 
Gravel Lane. Drayton, Oxon. Tel: 01253 531374 


renu bath 

Nationwide Service 

DAMAGED/ 


DON’T REPLACE IT - 
PHONE US FIRST 



Tel. (01285) 
656624/885485 
Fax. (01285) 
652446 
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Take courage and go! 

I found that it took courage to leave 
my husband, especially with the feel- 
ing that I was letting God down by 
doing so. Since going through this 
ordeal I have met up with stories of 
‘wonderful* Christians who have 
become martyrs to bad marriages. 
Very few evangelical Christians seem 
capable of affirming my actions. 
However, I believe that God is now 
able to use me much more effec- 
tively as a free woman than when I 
was a crushed hostage forced to do 
and say things that were not me. I 
do not believe that God wants any- 
one to live a life of fear and 
subjugation when there is a way out. 
My advice to anyone living in such a 
life isTAKE COURAGE. FORGET 
THE GUILTTRIP AND GO. 

Gwen , Amersham 


Emotional black eyes and bruises 

I would like to put in a word for the 

1 


very prevalent, though much less 
acknowledged instances of emotional 
abuse which can leave the victim with 
‘emotional black eyes and bruises’. ' 
These can be even more debilitating 
and destructive because the victim, and 
indeed the perpetrator, may be 
unaware for years that abuse is actually 
taking place.This certainly happened in 
my own case, leading to a loss of self- 
esteem and confidence which has taken 
years of agony and confusion to get 
through before therapeutic counselling 
began finally to set it right. I recently 
picked up the book, Domestic Violence 
by Helen L. Conway and was aston- 
ished to see my own situation clearly 
depicted in the ‘Duluth Wheel’, a 
diagrammatic presentation of the 


behaviour which constitutes abuse. Just 
a few of these, probably never 
witnessed by other family members, 
are: putting her down; making her think 
she’s crazy; making her feel guilty; 
making light of the abuse and not taking 
her concerns about it seriously; saying 
the abuse didn’t happen; saying she 
caused it. With the help of my thera- 
pist I am becoming more able subtly to 
change my demeanour so as not to 
validate ‘the game’. I can better see the 
perpetrator as feeling insecure and 
operating from a need to control. I am 
also aware of my own role as ‘victim’. 

The writer wants to remain anonymous but 
would like to hear of self-help groups for this 
kind of ‘invisible’ abuse . If you write via The 
DOOR address on page 2, marking the enve- 
lope ‘ invisible ’, we will send it on to her. 


How does your church measure up? 


H ow do we read the painful stories on these pages? 
With sympathy? Anger? Disbelief? Judgement? 
Domestic violence is a difficult issue for church- 
es which so often stress the importance of marriage and 
family, and find it uncomfortable to accept that domes- 
tic violence is a fact of life, even within the Christian 
community. Indeed, it may be even more difficult to 
acknowledge the problem in a Christian community 
that preaches forgiveness, patient submission to suffer- 
ing, and, in some churches, female subordination. 

For this is hot just about violence, but about gender. 
Nearly three-quarters of the victims of domestic vio- 
lence are women, and the vast majority of assailants are 
men.* It’s not that men are, by nature, brutal, or that 
women somehow ‘ask for it’. Yet for many centuries it 
was accepted almost as natural that men ought to keep 
their women under control. Think of the old saying, ‘A 
woman, a dog and a walnut tree, the more you beat 
them, the better they be’. Or in past Christian tradition, 
the Council of Toledo stating: ‘A husband is bound to 
chastise his wife moderately, unless he be a cleric, in 
virhich case he may chastise her harder.’ 

‘It’s not like that today’, we want to say, yet there are 
many thousands of women, like those represented here, 
suffering behind closed doors, blaming themselves, 
dreading lest they trigger an attack, too ashamed to 
admit what is happening, afraid to break away. Surely 
their plight represents a real challenge to Christians to 
take action? Thankfully, in the last few years, churches 
have at last been recognising domestic violence as a 
serious issue, and in November 1998, the Presidents of 
the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland issued 
this statement: 

It is a sad fact that the most dangerous place for a 
woman is not in the streets or on the road of our 
nations but in the home. Much violence against 

*The 1998 British Crime Survey, which measures peoples actual experience of 
being victims of crime, rather than the crimes recorded officially by the police. 


women goes unreported, or if reported, unheeded 
or dealt with inadequately. Such violence may take 
a variety of forms: physical, mental, sexual, psycho- 
logical, even spiritual or moral. It may involve phys- 
ical assault and injury, sexual abuse and rape, 
persistent verbal abuse, emotional blackmail or 
social and financial deprivation, or any combina- 
tion of these. It can occur in any close adult rela- 
tionship and render the home a place of pain, fear, 
degradation and isolation rather than a place of 
security, love and self-fulfilment which we believe 
to be God’s plan for our dwelling places. 

The Presidents urge all churches in Britain and 
Ireland to: 

• declare that violence against women in all its 
forms is morally wrong and totally unacceptable in 
society and in the Church; 

• break the silence over domestic violence; 

• work towards making the churches safe places 
where abused women can find sanctuary and 
informed help; 

• develop procedures which enable complaints 
about abuse and harassment within the Church to 
be dealt with promptly and fairly; 

• urge local churches and communities to act in 
support of women’s refuges and in solidarity with 
victims of violence. 

This is certainly a challenge. How does this Diocese, or 
your local church, measure up? 

Anne Borrowdale 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is a freelance writer and theological educator. 
Her latest book was a novel ‘ Messiahs don’t fly’ (Ashton Pickering 
Publications, 1999). ‘Distorted Images’ (out of print, SKK 1991) was 
about relations between the sexes and covered domestic violence. She 
is also a tutor on the St Alban’s and Oxford Ministry Course. 


Someone to get in touch 
with if you need some help 

ALWAYS RING 999 IF YOU FEEL IN PHYSICAL DANGER 
Broken Rites Support and advice for separated/ divorced clergy 
wives of all denominations and understanding of reasons for 
marriage breakdown including domestic violence. 01298 73997. 
Elderly Abuse Response line If you know of an older person being 
abused in any way: 0181 679 7074. 

Oxfordshire Women’s Aid Confidential advice and assistance with 
any problem related to domestic violence. Ring: 01865 791416. 
Refuge 24-hour national crisis line - support, advice and refuge 
details for women facing domestic violence. 0990 995 443. 

Sahara supports and accommodates Asian women and children 
who have been abused. Contact via Reading Samaritans: 0118 926 
6333. 

The Samaritans National helpline 0345 909090. Look in the phone 
book for your local branch. 

Victim Support National Helpline 0845 303 0900. Look in phone 
books for local VS. Supports victims including of domestic violence. 
Women’s Aid Federation 45,000 women and children stay in their 
214 refuges each year. Support, advice and emergency accommoda- 
tion for women and children suffering from domestic violence, 
National Helpline 0345 023468; Reading/ Newbury: 0118 950 4003; 
Aylesbury 01296 436827; Milton Keynes: 01908 271900; Oxford 01865 
791416. 

FOR MEN 

Everyman Helpline offering support and counselling programme for 
men who want to stop being violent : 0171 737 6747. 

MALE Helpline for male victims of domestic violence: 0181 644 9914. 

Iff you want to find out more 

It doesn’t Happen Here and Breaking the Silence: First Steps 
for the Local Church leaflets published jointly by the Community 
Learning Network and The Baptist Union of Great Britain provide 
information and practical suggestions about domestic violence and 
useful contacts. Packs of ten £5 (includes p and p) from: Baptist 
House, PO Box 44, 129 Broadway, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 8RT. 

Domestic Violence: Mothers’ Union Information and Dis- 
cussion Paper (1997) Leaflet with concise background information, 
excellent practical suggestions for ways churches can help. Some 
MU branches produce starter packs for women in local refuges who 
arrive with no possessions. Ring Primrose Gailimore 01525 240302. 
Domestic Violence: Picking up the Pieces by H L Conway (Lion) 
Hands to End Violence against Women ‘A resource for 
Theological Education’ published by Women’s Inter-Church Council 
of Canada, adapted 1995 by Women’s Inter-Church Council of 
Britain, 27 Tavistock Square, London WClH 9HH . Tel: 0171 387 8413. 
Available from this address for £5. Background essays, activities for 
study days, personal stories, bibliography, most useful list of dos and 
don’ts if you are helping a victim of domestic violence. 

Home is where the Hurt is: Domestic Violence and the Church's 
Response by Rose Nixon (Grove Booklets Pastoral Series, no 58, £1.95 
from Grove Books Ltd, Ridley Hall, Cambridge CB3 9HU. An excellent 
book written by a woman priest from Bristol. It includes the ’Duluth 
wheel’, theological insight and ways you can help. 

Out of the Shadows: The Manchester Mosaic (CCBI, 1998, edited 
by Jean Mayland). Text and pictures, from a mosaic of squares 
painted and embroidered by women in north west group for 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, to bring 
domestic violence out of the shadows. £9.95 plus 15% p and p from 
CCBI, Lower Marsh Road, London SE1 7RL. 

Opening Doors: a directory for victims of crime produced by 
Thames Valley Partnership. Every church leader should have a copy. 
Phone numbers, information, section on domestic violence. 

Available from Thames Valley Partnership, Old Police Station, 
Chinnor Road, Thame, Oxon 0X9 3LN. Telephone: 01844 212274. 

Out of the Shadows: Christianity and Violence against women 
in Scotland report of a project undertaken under the auspices of 
the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, Edinburgh University and 
Breaking the Silence: the Church’s response to male violence 
against women by Lesley Orr Macdonald, the project coordinator. 
Raising Awareness of Domestic Violence National Board of 
Catholic Women Resource Pack (1994) 

Victims of Domestic Abuse: Where to turn for help Leaflet from 
Wycombe District Council. Useful model for others. 01494 421404. 
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WEIGHT LOSS 

Brilliant New Diet 

Lose up to 1 lb per day 
Call us on 

01453 751117 

Herbal Life Distributor 


NEEDED^ 

48 MEN AND WOMEN SERIOUS 
ABOUT SAFE AND PERMANENT 

WEIGHT LOSS 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

<cx 

01782 331 600 

INDEPENDENT HLRBMJFL DISTRIBUTOR i 
k NATIONWIDE SERVICE J 


BYWAY HOLIDAYS 


Minibus touring and 
more, well off the beaten 
track in Wales and the 
Marches. High quality, 
friendly holidays. Train 
meeting included. 


HBM 


MUSIC AVAILABLE 

Due 10 choir closure, suitable 
childrens, ladies choirs. 
Foolscap S.A.E. for catalogue 

Mrs Parry, 4 Bankside, 
Wokingham, Berks RG40 3QB 


CHRISTIANS & COMPUTERS 

£30 ONLINE Bible Windows CD 
v8.01 . A complete 
workshop/library. Bibles, vast 
study aids. AGES Library CDs 
Carvin & Spurgeon now £30 
each; DLE (400+ classics) £36; 
History of the Reformation £60 
Bible loaded PCs. Useful secural 

TIMPERlEmANGEUCAL TRUST 
»/F«x 0161 374 1089 ; 
email: tetrcb@globalnet.co.uk. 
183 Wythmsham Rd. Minchatter M23 OAD 

To Promote Bible Study Chanty Reg. No is 273710 


God Opens Door of Mercy 
to Orphanages in India 
Your help is needed, 

Our Vision is to build a 
new Christian Orphanage 
in Madras. 



Please send your gifts to: 

Jeroham Ministries, 
Jeroham House . 
211 Station Road 
Watlington - King's Lynn 
Norfolk -PE33 OJG 
Tel: +44 (0)1553 813057 
Fax: +44 (0)1553 813049 
If you would like a newsletter 
or you would like to be on our 
mailing list please call us. 
Registered Charity No. 1076046 
'bnngmg unuwed peopie into the tUngoom of God' 


TRACING SERVICE 


ENQUIRIES 

UNDERTAKEN 


PERSONAL SERVICE 
AT REASONABLE RATES 
C0NHDENT1AUTY 
GUARANTEED 

CALL OR WRITE 0181 • 565 2045 

24 CLOSE ST., MILLFIELD. 
SUNDERLAND SR4 6EN 


Could you sponsor 
a child in India for 
just £10.00 a 
month? 



(fay 


Please send your gifts to: 


SILOAM 

CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRIES 


5, Clarendon Place, 
Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV32 SQL 

Telephone: 01926 335037 
Fax:OI926 43ll93 

Registered Charity No. 327396 


CANT GET A COMMERCIAL MORTGAGE 
OR RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE 

YOU CAN NOW! 

IF YOU HAVE BEEN REFUSED A MORTGAGE 
ELSEWHERE, CALL US TODAY 


0771 - 331 - 8158 


WE ACCEPT VIRTUALLY ANYONE 

0900-1900 Mon-Sat 

N.M. Corporate Services, 75 Woodchester Road, 
Dorridge, Solihull, West Mids B93 8EL 
Mob 0771-331 8158 Office 01564 775526 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on 
any loan/mortgage secured on it. 

Licensed by the Office of Fair Trading. 


TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE: 

(DU©©© 


Saint Nicholas Church, Abingdon 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

required for small town-centre church, part of the Parish of 
Abingdon. Regular services include sung (BCP) mattins, 
family (ASB) communion, and all-age informal services. No 
regular earning services. The person appointed will aim to 
develop the music appropriate to each of these styles of 
worship, and to re-build an enthusiastic choir. Choir practices 
presently Friday evenings. Organ is a two manual Nicholson. 

RSCM Salary Scale. 

Details front: 

The Revd. Martin Lovering, 39 The Mottc, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX13 3NZ, 

Phone: 01235 521371 


SPECIALIST 
FRUIT TREE 
CATALOGUE 

1999/2000 catalogue 
ready, FREE 

Special offers on apples, 
also gooseberries, plum, 
soft fruit, hops and grapes 

Deacons Nursery 

Godshili, Isle of Wight 
P038 3HW 

Tel. 01983 840750 or 
Fax 01983 523575 24hrs 


TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBt DOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within fiat walking distance. 


Tel 01803 327025 
0500 284582 


Usborne Books 
at Home 

Sales organisers 
needed for our award- 
winning range of 
childrens books, 
games, jigsaws, 
CD-Roms etc. 
Flexible hours. 

Under 5s can come 
with you. 

Generous commission 
and promotion 
prospects. If you love 
books and want a job 
to fit around the 
family, phone 

01825 769515 


Queen of Sheba 

designer & Dressmaker 

Exclusive St beautiful designs individually tailored to 
your requirements. 

Bridal gowns. Bridesmaid’s Dresses, 
Evening & Special Occasion Wear. 
Reasonable Prices. 

Friendly service. 

Call Sylvia on Bracknell 
(01344) 303780 for a discussion 
without obligation 

E-mail: Sy I viad(</ free net. co.uk 
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comment from 

The Bishop of Dorchester 

Agricultural meltdown? 

‘If you eat food you are involved in 
farming’ proclaims an American car 
sticker. Food, its safety, its pro- 
duction and the consequent im- 
pacts on the environment are 
issues that have risen to the top of 
the political agenda. 

There are many serious and important issues and 
the church has both a prophetic and a pastoral role 
in these areas. At the same time this year has seen 
a crisis in farming which many are now comparing 
with the 1 930s and using expressions like ‘farming 
in freefair and ‘agricultural meltdown*. This year it 
is predicted that farm incomes will fall by 60% and 
a leading bank suggests that 25% of all farms are 
insolvent. 

Farm families face despair 
The evidence of this crisis is all around us as value- 
less calves are delivered to Carla Lane’s doorstep 
or abandoned in Welsh telephone boxes. The 
recent Oxfordshire Farming Survey revealed that 
45% of farmers will retire within the next ten years 
and half have no family successor. Entries to agricul- 
tural colleges are down by 27%.The bleak truth is 
that the next generation have already decided that 
there is no future in farming. 

The GM debate is of profound importance; a 
debate as much about whether we trust science 
and scientists as it is about the future of food 
production. But the real crisis is down on the farm 
where farm families face uncertainty and despair. 
The depths of the crisis can be judged from the fact 
that Famers Weekly recently carried an editorial 
about the rising number of suicides, and it is 
believed that in one county there have been 24 
farmer suicides this year. 

The Church is the largest organisation active in 
every rural community. Its day to day ministry in 
rural areas allows it to speak authentically about 
what is happening to farmers and their families. 

As farmers cope as best they can with the many 
dimensions of this crisis, they need the support and 
prayers of the Church which has had a long and 
close involvement with their life and work. 

+ Anthony Dorchester 


Diocesan appointments 

Revd John Andrews, Rector of Kingham w. Churchill, 
Daylesford and Sarsden, retires 31 October; Revd Michael 
Burns, City Centre Chaplain, Milton Keynes to be Priest in 
charge. Church of King Charles the Martyr, South Mimms, 
St Alban’s Diocese; Revd Sally Davies, Assistant Curate, 
Chalfont St Peter, to be Chaplain the Greenwich Foundation 
for the Royal Naval College, London Diocese; Revd Greg 
Downes, Assistant Curate Hazlemere to be Chaplain to HMP 
and YOI Pucklechurch, Bristol Diocese; Revd Philip Hunt, 
former Chaplain to the Deaf, died on August 12; Revd Jane 
Knowles, Curate, St Mary’s, Wargrave, to be Priest in Charge 
of Ramsden, Finstock and Fawler, Leafield, Wychwood and 
Wilcote; Revd Canon Judith Rees, Priest in charge. Great 
Horwood, Rural Dean and Director of Cottesloe Christian 
Training Scheme retires 31 October. 



God created us all equal 

Uke many employers, the Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance has agreed to adopt an ‘equal opportunities’ 
policy. Here Jo Saunders, the Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer, explains some of the issues behind it 


E quality does not mean that all peo- 
ple are alike but that all should be 
treated in a way that does not 
unde rmin e their dignity, self worth and 
quality of life. Most people say they sup- 
port this principle but we have great 
difficulty putting it into practice. 
Understandings of their ‘place in soci- 
ety* still mean that some people limit 
their aspirations while others almost 
automatically move into positions of 
power. Progress has been slow and 
grudging. 

The first equal opportunities legislation 
was the 1965 Race Relations Act, but it 
only related to behaviour in public 
places. It was weak and difficult to 
enforce. In 1968 it was extended to hous- 
ing, education, goods and services. In 
1970 the Equal Pay Act provided equal 
pay for men and women but it took five 
years to enforce. In 1975 and 1976 the 
Equal Opportunities and Race Equality 
Commissions were set up. The 1996 
Disability Discrimination Act, which 
applies to organisations with more than 
15 employees, does not include a 
Commission but an advisory body 
which has few ‘teeth’. In 1998 there was 
the Human Rights Act, and the ‘Fairness 
at Work’ Bill has recently been passed. 
There is currently no legislation on age, 
sexuality or religion, except in Northern 
Ireland. Many involved in equal oppor- 
tunities believe there should be a single 
Equal Rights Act with a strong 
Commission to deal with all sorts of dis- 
crimination. 

Forms of discrimination 

Discrimination appears in two forms, 
direct and indirect. Direct discrimina- 
tion may be less common than in the 
past because of the legislation. Indirect 
discrimination persists. For instance 
height requirements for security staff 
may largely exclude women and Asian 
men, and lack of training provision for 
part-timers may unfairly affect women. 
Discrimination statutes define employ- 
ment as a personal contract. So, in the 
case where a company employs a firm 
rather than individual to do work, if the 
firm’s employee is discriminated against 
by the company, the employee has no 
redress. 

Discrimination works in a number of 
ways. In recruitment practice, limited 
advertising and the short listing process 



Not everyone was against having 
girls in the choir. 

A cartoon from A Year at St 
Gaqgoyle% just published by 
Canterbury Press at £4.99. The 
author, ‘Ron’, is a parish priest in 
Dorset. His popular cartoons, which 
have been appearing in The Church 
Times since 1 994, give a refreshingly 
original angle on church life: the Red 
Chasubles formation team, the thing 
in the font, the bishop unaware that 
he ts wearing an oven glove. 


may contribute. There is a tendency to 
want to appoint ‘someone like us*. In 
relation to gender, many women work 
in part time jobs which are an extension 
of domestic, service roles. They are dis- 
advantaged by exclusion from ‘the old 
boy network’, by gaps in employment 
when employers are looking for a career 
pattern, assumptions about their 
domestic commitment. These things 
apply to some men but are less thought 
of at interview. There is the language of 
‘the girls in the office’, stereotyping so 
that assertive women are ‘bossy*, and 
‘male’ cultures and ways of working are 
seen as the norm. 

Like women, people from minority eth- 
nic groups experience the ‘glass ceiling’ 
- where promotion seems possible but 
never happens - and issues about educa- 
tion, mobility and culture. Some of the 
excuses given for not employing them 
include concerns that they will be iso- 
lated in the company, or that their 
accent is hard to understand. 

For people with disabilities there may 
be false perceptions about their intelli- 
gence and a concern about their ability 
to cope, when in reality it is the non dis- 


abled staff who cannot cope with the 
situation. 

Ageism is very common. Advertising 
may be worded in a way that deters 
mature people from applying and the 
perceptions or insecurities of young 
managers can make them reluctant to 
employ older people. 

A question of justice 

Equality of opportunity is a justice 
issue. To imply that half of humanity 
because of their gender, or three quar- 
ters of humanity because of their skin 
colour, are not valued by God as crea- 
tures made in His image, is to deny the 
Gospel. For those of us working in secu- 
lar organisations the imperative is 
reinforced by the legislation, and we 
must in all conscience commit ourselves 
to it, however much it may go against 
the traditional culture or working prac- 
tice. For those of us working for in a 
church setting it can be more difficult. 
There is still one battle to be fought - 
gaining recognition for the value, of 
equal opportunities in the Church. It is 
all too easy for Christians to say rather 
than do the right thing. 

This article is a summary of a talk given by Jo 
Saunders at a meeting of OXIM (Oxford Industrial 
Mission). 

The Oxford Diocese has agreed to 
adopt a policy statement on equal 
opportunities, which will apply to 
employees at the Board of Finance, 
but its principles and practices will 
be recommended to parishes and 
other church organisations in the 
Diocese to implement as appro- 
priate. A code of practice will be 
drawn up and the process will be 
monitored and evaluated at every 
stage. The policy covers discrimina- 
tion on grounds of sex, race and 
disability as the law demands, and 
on additional grounds including age 
and marital status. The statement 
includes the following: ‘We declare 
our intention to be an equal oppor- 
tunities employer. We will work to 
ensure that in all appointments the 
priority will be to find the best 
person suited to a particular post 
This does not conflict with the 
requirement that for some roles it 
will be necessary for the person to 
be a practising Christian .* 


i 
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contact the Cleri 
Ian McFarlane 


107 Hotspur Top Lane, 
Beacon afield, Buckinghamshire 
HP9 IDT 

Telephone: 01494 672782 
Facsimile: 01494 677649 
Email: tatrustObiclab.co.uk 
Website: www.biclab.co.uk/latrust 


Chapel Open to the public 
12.30pm- 4pm on each day 


A WELCOME 
TO THE 
CATHEDRAL 

The annual service of evensong to 
commemorate Frideswide, Patron 
Saint of Oxford, 
will be held at 

CHRISTCHURCH 

on 

Tuesday October 19 
at 6pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly 
invite the public to attend the 
service, sung by the 
Cathedral Choir 


Church of England (continuing) 

Day Conference 

Saturday 9 October 1999 
St. Mary's Chapel, 

Castle Street, Reading 

A FORWARD 
MOVEMENT 
UNDER GOD 

11am THE MORAL AND SPIRITUAL NEED 
OF THE NATION 
Rt. Rev. David N Samuel, PhD 
2.30pm THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
Rt Rev. Edward Malcolm BA 
ALL WELCOME 
Bring a packed lunch, 
drinks will be provided 
For further information, contact: 
Rev E. J Malcolm, The Parsonage, 

1 Downshire Square, Reading 
RG1 6NJ 
(0118) 959 5131 
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letters to the editor 


*1 was a stranger and 
you welcomed me* 

Congratulations to Abdul Majeed (‘Asylum 
granted’, September DOOR) in successfully 
appealing for refugee status with the help 
of his church. And congratulations to The 
DOOR for the positive and human tone of 
this brief report, as well as the inclusion of 
a couple of other pieces taking up the 
theme of racial justice. It contrasts refresh- 
ingly with much of the media attention 
devoted to asylum seekers, which often 
fuels the idea that we are being over- 
whelmed by cunning foreign migrants, 
intent only on getting their hands on what 
is rightfully ours. 

Of course people come to this country for 
various reasons, and it may not be easy to 
disentangle their motives, or to address the 
political issues raised by their presence. 

But we are in danger of forgetting that 
these are first and foremost people created 
and loved by God. If we are too quick to 
turn away from their needs, we will also 
lose the stories and gifts which they have to 
share. 

As ethnic conflicts continue to wreak havoc 
in the world, and as public debate about 
race relations descends into suspicion and 
stereotyping, will the Church have the 
courage to swim against the tide? And will 
Christ (who as a child was himself a refugee 
in Egypt) one day be, able to say to us, ‘I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me’? 

Daniel Rutland, Oxford 

Jubilee 2000: more letters 

The commonest objection to the Jubilee 
2000 campaign seems to be that there is no 
satisfactory way of ensuring that the 
money will not be squandered on arms or 
embezzled by dictators. This seems to be 
the most arrogant paternalism. Surely it is 
on all fours with so many churchmen’s 
one-time argument that to make the 
Scriptures freely available to the common 
people in their own tongues would lead to 
all sorts of heresies? Of course, they were 


right: all sorts of heresies did emerge - but 
so did a great many more very salutary 
reformations, both outside and within the 
established Church. These Third World 
debts were all repaid many years ago. What 
it is now proposed to cancel is simply the 
monstrous interest which has built up over 
those years. Certainly every effort should be 
made to avoid abuse. But surely those who 
should be the most enthusiastic about the 
cancellation are those who believe in the 
market? If you want to build up markets 
you need people who are healthy enough, 
wealthy enough and well-educated enough 
to shop in those markets. To deprive two 
thirds of the world’s population of the 
opportunity to enter the market, simply 
because there are a few rogues around, 
seems to me nothing short of perverse. 

I’m not a sentimental ignoramus. I have 
spent more than 40 years abroad, and well 
over half of that is sub-Saharan Africa, 
mostly in public service. Yes, Africa has its 
Robert Maxwells and its Slobodan 
Milosevics. But it also has as many good 
and caring and dedicated people as any 
‘western* country Why can’t we give them a 
chance? 

Hubert Allen, Marston 

Banks will not suffer losses 

Mr Goldberg wanted to know if banks 
would suffer losses if the unpayable debts 
of the world’s poorest countries were can- 
celled. The answer is no, because these 
countries owe very little money to commer- 
cial banks; instead, their debts are owed 
almost exclusively to governments or multi- 
lateral institutions such as the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund. 
Second, he wondered about the size of the 
losses that would be incurred if our govern- 


ment cancelled these debts. He notes that 
most poor-country debt owed to Britain is 
owed to the Export Credit Guarantees 
Department (ECGD), and claims that there 
would be less money available for general 
government spending if the ECGD spent 
what it has set aside as provision for 
default on these debts. But this could not 
happen, since the money that has been set 
aside is ring-fenced for that purpose and 
cannot be used for anything else. It is true 
that because the World Bank and IMF have 
not made adequate provision for losses 
there would be some expenses to taxpayers 
in rich countries, but these would be mod- 
est compared to other spending. For 
example, Britain’s share of a complete can- 
cellation of the debts of the eighteen 
poorest nations in the world would amount 
to £750 million— less than the cost of the 
Millennium Dome. 

Third, he asked if debt cancellation wasn’t 
really just another form of alms to the 
poor. Again, the answer is no. The point is 
that there is no international bankrupcy 
law, so there is no limit to what creditor 
nations can demand from poor debtor 
nations. To take just one example, the rich 
nations are insisting that Mozambique 
spend 20% of its export earnings on foreign 
debt repayments— more than the 15% 
which the Versailles Treaty imposed on 
Germany, with disastrous consequences not 
only for Germany but for the whole world. 
(After World War II, the Allies wisely decid- 
ed to limit German reparations to 3.5% of 
export revenue.) Jubilee 2000 is simply call- 
ing for the poorest countries in the world 
today to receive similar treatment. 
Cancelling debts today will help create a 
more stable and prosperous world, just as 
writing off Germany’s debts helped to cre- 


ate a stable and prosperous Europe; it’s 
not almsgiving but an act of justice and 
common sense. 

Jennifer Swift, 
Oxford Jubilee 2000 Coalition 

Thank you everyone who wrote on the subject 
of Jubilee 2000. No more letters for the 
moment thank you - Editor 

Fings ain’t what they used to be 

Your picture captioned ‘Flying bishop 
ordains in Headington’ (September issue) 
brought to mind the phrase ‘things ain’t 
what they used to be’. The Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet is shown sporting a more 
unusual type of episcopal headgear and is 
recumbent on the floor, apparently having 
been slain in the Spirit. Things have obvi- 
ously become more charismatic at St 
Andrew’s, Headington since my last visit. 

Revd Jonathan Page, Littlemore 

All is now back in place. Apologies to the 
Bishop and to St Andrew’s. The correct picture 
is below - Editor 


Bishop Michael flies in to 
ordain in Headington 



The Bishop of Ebbsfleet (the Flying 
Bishop), the Right Revd Michael 
Houghton, was at the Parish Church of St 
Andrew, Old Headington for an ordination 
on July 1 0. From left to right are: Father 
Charles Card-Reynolds ordained priest; 
Father James Wilkinson ordained deacon; 
the Bishop; Father Marcus Stewart 
ordained priest. 



address 


Christian 

Human Rights 

Conference 

Saturday 23 October 1999 
Westminster Chapel 
9.30am - 5.30pm 


International 

Day of Prayer 

for the persecuted church 

Sunday 14 November 1999 
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Christian Human Rights Conference 

□ send tickets @ £5, and @ £3 students/UB40 

I enclose a cheque for £_ 


made payable to Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

International Day of Prayer 

□ send information 


CSW, P0 Box 99, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3YF 
Tel: 0181 942 8810 Fax: 0181 942 8821 


FOR PEOPLE WHO TAKE 
THE CHURCH SERIOUSLY 



CHURCH TIMES 

The most widely read Anglican newspaper 

Available weekly from your newsagent or by post from 
our subscription department 

Find out why tens of thousands of churchgoers 
take the Church Times each week. 

Clip the coupon or phone 01502 711171 for your complimentary copy. 

Send to Church Times , FREEPOST LON 6705, London N1 0BR 
Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Title Initials Name 

Address 

Postcode 


B90XF2 







i, r* 


10. 


- i ) t r • 


THE DOOR OCTOBER 1999 


Produce Your Own 

★Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper; 

• Copies in Colour 




With the 


ms® 


Digital printer 


New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Uait S VicToy Howe. Moumbanen Bwineu Crane 
• SOI5 IHY 


Millennium Sign 


The Millennium is 



CHRIST'S 2000th BIRTHDAY. 




Worship Him here - now 


Dimensions: 1200mm x 710mm, 5mm thick 
Gloss rigid PVCAetual colour is white lettering on a 
green background. The cost is £64.00 + pftp 

In 1997 canon John Bowers of Chester Diocese 
asked Signs of Cheshire to design a sign to incorpo- 
rate his words. A succinct statement that conveys a 
very strong message in a very simple way. 

By displaying a Millennium Sign it conveys a mes- 
sage to everyone that the Millennium should be 
celebrated first and foremost as a worship of 
Christ’s 2000th Birthday. 

Signs of Cheshire has produced over 2000 
Millennium Signs throughout the country. 


CAR STICKERS ARE 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


For further information, or to obtain a colour 
brochure please contact Simon Johnson at: 


signs 


OF CHESHIRE 


432 London Road, Northwich, 
Cheshire. CW9 8EF 
Tel: (01606) 45187 
Fax: (01606) 49916 

E-mail3ignsofcheshire@compuserve.com 



LOW MAINTENANCE 
WEED-FREE AND OIL 
RESISTANT 

COST EFFECTIVE AND RAPID 
INSTALLATION 
PERMANENT COLOUR AND 
TEXTURE 

FULLY PROVEN PRODUCT 
EVERY INSTALLATION UNIQUE 
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All set for their 


T he St Alban’s and Oxford Ministry 
Course has again produced a 
bumper crop of Michaelmas ordi- 
nands, too many in fact for us to include 
their individual photographs. However, 
Frank Blackwell photographed them 
together at their summer school at the 
London Bible College. They will be 
ordained deacon by the Bishop of 
Oxford at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford in two batches on Saturday, 2 
October at 5.30pm when the preacher 
will be Canon John Fuller, Team Rector 
of the Wheatley Team Ministry and on 
Sunday, 3 October at 10.30am when the 
preacher will be the Revd Christopher 
Turner, NSM at Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, dSwerford and Wigginton. 
Please pray for them and for those who 
are to be priested 


1. Steve Hayes is married to Rosemary and works 
as chaplain at Kingham Hill School in the 
Kingham Benefice. He has three daughters, Sarah, 
Jessica and Amy, all of whom are at school, ‘but 
none so foolish as to be at the same one!’ Steve 
teaches maths, runs a senior boarding house with 
his wife, and coaches football and cricket. ‘Term- 
time is busy!’ 

2. Charlie Vere Nicoll, aged 44, lives in 
Ashampstead, Berks, with his wife Mandie and two 
step-children Katie and Freddie, aged 19 and 18. A 
solicitor by profession., Charlie has been in the 
business world for the last 20 years, and most 
recently with the Regal Hotel Group pic. He will be 
serving his title in the United Benefice of Basildon, 
Ashampstead and Aldworth, where he has lived for 
the last 15 years. 

3. Angela Thompson is married to Robin and 
they have three children, Marcus (27), engaged to 
Amanda, Julian (24) and Stephanie (13). They lived 
abroad for seven years and then were delighted to 
make their home in Bucks. For the last three years 
Angela has been training for ministry on SAOMC, 
supported by Chalfont St Giles parish church. She 
is very pleased to be serving her title there after 
ordination. 

4. Katie Jones lives at Radley College, near 
Abingdon, where her husband is a house master. 
Together with their children Max (12) and Rebecca 
(10), they have an extended family of 78 boys who 
keep them fully occupied. She loves music-making 
and is looking forward to serving her title as an 
NSM at All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay and SS Peter 
and Paul, Appleford. 

5. Harold Lowndes, 68, lives in Haversham, 
Milton Keynes, with his wife, Joan, their daughter 
Karen lives in Roade with her husband Steve and 
the two grandsons. Their son Chris, married to 
Pauline, lives near Basingstoke. After a working 
life in science and technology, Harold will serve in 
the Lamp group of four village churches. 

6. Gill Rowell became a Christian in 1986 in 
Preston, Lancs, after reading Norman Warren’s 
Journey into Life, and soon afterwards moved to 
Chesham, Bucks. After studying theology at 
London Bible College, she works with Novi Most 
International, a mission agency serving the fledg- 
ling evangelical church in Bosnia. Her work 
includes coordinating summer camps for trauma- 
tised young people in Bosnia. She ia also writing a 
book about Ruth from a postmodern perspective. 
She has been married to James for 22 years and 
they have two daughters, Phoebe (16) and Rachael 
(14). She will be curate in the parishes of The Lee, 
Hawridge, Cholesbury and St Leonards, in Bucks. 

7. Lynda Alcock looks forward to serving as an 




OLM in the Oxfordshire benefice of Shires’ Edge. 
She and her husband John have lived in Great 
Bourton, one of the five parishes of the benefice, 
for almost 30 years. They have three children, 
Christopher, Louise and Amelia. 

8. John Underwood (OLM) is married with three 
grown-up children, Rebecca, Martin and Alan, and 
has two lovely grandchildren. He has been working 
in the IT industry in various capacities for the past 
34 years and is currently working full-time for the 
charity Open Doors with Brother Andrew. He 
looks forward ‘with a sense of great anticipation’ 
to serving the people of the parish of Eynsham as 
an OLM * „ . 

9. Roger Aston and his wife Jane are both local 
teachers and worship with the chinch at 
Cassington (where Roger will continue to serve 
when ordained). They have three grown-up chil- 
dren and are enjoying their first grandchild. In his 
‘spare’ time Roger plays guitar and leads worship 
at youth camps and events. 

10. David Dewick lives at Monks Risborough and 
will be serving his title at Bledlow, part of the 
Risborough Team Ministry.. He is married to Ann 
and is a retired civil servant. They have two mar- 
ried daughters, one in north Buckinghamshire and 
the other in Germany, both of whom have two chil- 
dren. 

11. David Crosby and his wife Jennifer moved to 
Newbury from Yorkshire in 1983. In September 
this year he joined Glaxo Wellcome as an internal 
consultant. As well as being a non-stipendiary 
curate at St George the Martyr, Newbury,, he will 
be the Newbury Deanery Ecumenical Officer. 

12. Richard Nunn and his wife Janet have lived in 
Maidenhead for 18 years. After a career in the 
computer industry, Richard now works part-time 
at a local college. They have two grown-up chil- 
dren, Timothy and Amanda, and two 
grandchildren, Nico and Talia. Richard is a keen 
golfer and enjoys walking holidays. He will serve 
his title as NSM at St Luke’s Maidenhead. 

13. Brian Ford, a mathematician by education, is 
sthe founding managing director of the Numerical 
Algorithms Group (NAG) and is actively involved 
internationally in the scientific computing soft- 
ware community.. He is married to Gill with 
children Vanessa, Henry and Julian, who is mar- 
ried to Lavinia, and grandchildren Kate and Beth. 
He enjoys living in the village of Ramsden, acting 
as the unofficial chaplain of the local pub. 



14. Carylle Deamer has been ] 
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16. Catherine Blundell will b 
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earner has been married to Roy for 
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1 she has known all her life. 

ch will be serving her title in the 
y of Abingdon, based mainly at St 
ch. She will also be officiating chap- 
i Barracks. ‘Together with my 
my and three children I am very 
l forward to becoming part of the 
1 Abingdon* she says. 


Vanessa and Claire, mother-in-law of Jonathan, 
grandmother of Roy and daughter of Josie, all of 
whom have supported her staunchly during her 
training. 

20. Marion Fontaine has lived and worked in 
Thatcham, Berkshire, since 1972; for 23 of those 
years she has been a community midwife. She has 
served St Mary’s Church in many roles, the last 
eight as a reader (licensed lay minister), and in the 
midwife/reader role she has cared for many fami- 
lies. Her leisure activities include time with her 
family, her grandchildren, and gardening. 


e Blundell will be ordained on her 
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21. Wendy Callan’s three years’ training on the 
SAOMC and at the parish church of SS Peter and 
Paul, Botley, Oxford, were Very enjoyable’. She has 
three daughters and works fuil-time in the English 
Language Teaching Division of Oxford University 
Press. 

22. Rosie Hewson’s ordination in Christ Church is 
a far cry from Oregon, USA where she was bom. 
She brought up three children, now grown up, and 
encouraged her husband Tom through his ordina- 
tion training, before beginning her own training. 
Rosie is looking forward in her ministry to equip- 
ping others to be people of God wherever they are 
in life, and whatever they are doing. Currently liv- 
ing in Burnham, where Tom is a team vicar, Rosie 
will serve her title at St Andrew’s, Hatters Lane, in 
High Wycombe. 

23. Elizabeth Oke lives in Mortimer, Reading and 
is married to Michael who is an NSM. They have 
two children, Nicola, 32, and David, 30, and two 
granddaughters, Jessica and Leala. Elizabeth has 
worked as pastoral care coordinator for her 
church, works part time as an accounts adminis- 
trator and helps Michael with his electrical 
contracting business. She is looking forward to 
her ministry as an assistant curate in the benefice 


THE ORDINATION OF PRIESTS 

At St Mary, Banbury on Sunday 3 October, at 
1 0.30 am. the Bishop of Dorchester will ordain: 
Anthony Adams (Banbury, St Hugh); Anne Battershell 
(Goring with South Stoke); Anna Bindoff (New College, 
Oxford); Richard Cunningham (Kingham etc.); Joan 
Deval (Chinnor etc); Jan Hiles (Berinsfield); Serena 
Hutton (Chinnor etc); Kay Johnston (Banbury, St Paul); 
Brenda Knight (Stanton St John); David Nicol 
(Deddngton etc); Claire Titcomb (Witney Team 
Ministry). 

The Preacher will be the Revd Canon Barbara Doubtfire, 
Parish Development Adviser, Oxford Archdeaconry. 

At All Saints*, High Wycombe on Saturday 2 
October at 5.30 p.m.the Bishop of Buckingham 
will ordain: 

Gordon Briggs (Famham Royal with Hedgerley); 
Christine Collinge (West Slough Team Ministry); Martin 
Courtney (Flackwell Heath); Ros Dono (Seer Green 
and Jordans); marie Jackson (Booker; St Birinus) ; Nick 
Plant (Cippenham); Gabrielle Smith (Marlow Team 
Ministry); Ruth Wooster (Wycombe, St John) 

The Preacher will be the Revd Canon Andrew Knowles, 
Canon Theologian, Chelmsford Cathedral. 

At SS Peter and Paul Buckingham on Sunday 3 
October at 10.30 am. the Bishop of 
Buckingham will ordain: 

Vivien Baldwin (West Buckingham Benefice); Christine 
Brewster (Bierton, Aylesbury Team Ministry); John Elliott 
(Bedgrove); Peter Lymbery (Soulbury); Liz Norman 
(Amersham with Coleshill); John Race (Haddenham); 
Nancy Wallace (Worminghall etc) 

The preacher will be Canon David Rossdale, Vicar of 
Cookham and Rural Dean of Maidenhead. 

At the Minster Church of St Mary, Reading, on 
Sunday 3rd October at 1 0.00 a.m. the Bishop of 
Reading will ordain: 

Mary Gurr (Easthampstead); Charlotte Hetherington 
(Stratfield Mortimer etc.); Chamnian Manship 
(Abingdon, St Helen); Honor Margaret (CSMV, 
Wantage); Anthony Kemp (Wokingham, All Saints); 
Anthony Lynn (Stanford-in-theVale). 

The Preacher will be the Right Revd. Timothy Bavin, OSB. 

At the Minster Church of St Mary, Reading, on 
Sunday 3rd October at 3.00 p.m. the Bishop of 
Reading will ordain to the Priesthood 

Maureen Devine (Reading, SS.John & Stephen); Margaret 
Kingdon (Wokingham, St Sebastian); Anthony Rogerson 
(Radley and Sunningwell);Jean Rothery (Purley); Roy 
Taylor (Hurley and Stubbings) 

The preacher will be the Right Revd Timothy Bavin, OSB. 


ofWoolhampton, Midgham and Beenham. She 
enjoys gardening, walking, cycling, calligraphy 
and painting. 









24. Denise Critchell has lived in Slough for 12 
years. She and her husband Norman have worked 
together in cross-cultural mission and training for 
17 years (See the September DOOR page 5). Juggling 
bails in training with SAOMC and working with 
Burnham and Slough Deanery has been a rich 
experience. She now looks forward to serving her 
title in Christ Chinch, Flackwell Heath. 

Not in the photograph 

Lindsay Adam was brought up in north west 
London. She was a lawyer before studying theology 
at King’s College, London, and Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon. She is married to Will and they have a 
seven-month daughter. Liberty. Lindsay counts 
cooking, singing and canon law amongst her pas- 
times and is looking forward to serving in the 
parish of Bampton with Clanfield in Oxfordshire. 

Helen Kendrick and her husband Christopher 
have lived and worshipped in Brill for the last nine 
years. Brought up in Oxfordshire, she studied reli- 
gion with literature at Bristol University and then 
worked in publishing. While training on SAOMC 
she worked part-time for Sobell House 
Bereavement Service. Christopher is studying for 
his PhD at Oxford Brookes University and they are 
looking forward to moving to Watlington where 
Helen will serve as curate in the Icknield Benefice. 
Photograph and key: by Frank Blackwell 
We are also grateful to Yvonne Ryan, Secretary, 
the Council for Ministry, for collecting the infor- 
mation about our ordinands. 


Space for Prayer 

Almighty God, who led your apostles to ordain 
ministers to serve in all the churches: pour out 
your Holy Spirit on those who are to be set 
apart at this time for the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament; that they may be strengthened for 
the work to which you have called them and be 
faithful shepherds of your flock, to the glory of 
your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


RECTORY RECORDINGS 


PRESENTS 

Three Compact Disks played by Michael 
Grantham. Rector of Dunster 

1. HYMNS FOR REFLECTION. 20 favourite hymns soothingly 
arranged, suitable for private and corporate devotions. 

2. RELAX. 72 minutes of Michael's own compositions featuring 
piano's, flutes and strings for total relaxation and healing. 

3. CHRISTMAS MELODIES. 24 Carols and songs for the 
festive season. 

£9.95 each +£1.50 post. Two or more post free. Cheques 
payable to M.P. Grantham 

The Rectory St Georges Street, Dunster, 
Mineheod. Somerset. TA24 6RS 
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Discover a new angle on 
design and marketing 
excellence. 

Serving Christian business 
men and women. 

C (01296) 339909 /r (01296) 415818 A*? 

e: info@saqe-sequoia.co.uk , — 1 2' 



FROM BIKE TO TRIKE 

We’ve got tv bat you Ukel 

EASYBIKE 

Electric Cycles ^jjjli] 

■ Need no licence to operate 

■ Use no petrol 

■ Require no MoT or road tax 

■ Three models to choose from 

Ablebodied or with special 
needs, we've got a cycle for you 
at a price that's right. 

Call us now for a 
free brochure 

07000 564040 


DISTRIBUTORS 

Full/Part-time, 
working from home. 

Want to join a 7 year old 
British Company which has 
doubled its turnover every 
year since it's launch, with 
products which include health 
enhancing and eco friendly 
types, which are second to 
none. 

30% to 50% retail 

profit 

Call Eve on 
01708 526782 


Saturday 23rd October, 1999 
New Road Baptist Church, 
Bonn Square, Oxford, from 2.30pm. 

“THE DAWNING 
MILLENNIUM?” 

Rev. ROBERT CROMPTON 

on changing ideas on the ‘Second Coming’ 
and ‘End Times’ in popular literature. 

Arranged by the Librarians’ Christian 
Fellowship but all welcome. 

Details: Graham Hedges, 

34 Thurlestone Avenue, Ilford, Essex, 

IG3 9DU. Tel. 0181 599 1310 
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LOW MAINTENANCE 

WEED-FREE AND OIL 
RESISTANT 

COST EFFECTIVE AND RAPID 
INSTALLATION 
PERMANENT COLOUR AND 
TEXTURE 

FULLY PROVEN PRODUCT 
EVERY INSTALLATION UNIQUE 
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With our ‘Unique’ product we can individually 
design your new ‘driveway or patio' to suit 
your home. 

Call FREE on 01628 620200 
or 07000 02 2000 

f OR A NO OBLIGATION SURVEY §t 

Lines open 24 hours a day ■ 

Seven days a week 
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AL Skills 

Mercy Ships ! 


Deck & Engineering 
Officers, Plumbers, 
Electricians, Welders, 
Motor Men & Deck 
Hands. 

C ombine your Christian 
faith and your skills on 
board one of the Mercy Ships 
around the world. 

I These ships carry non- 
Isalaried crew who bring 
‘healing to the poor and needy. 
I Join the crew for 2 weeks to 3 
months. Enquire also about 
graining opportunities! 


01582 463303 
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Nations T. 

Registered £foa«<y f%iCj530S5 
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Bridle Balloons 

For if jow tpat feflf f te Anwi nednMNMfii 


Millennium Balloon Kits * Printed 
latex Balloons / Balloon Hats or 


Tel: 01295 253372/07000 780844 


nnnnc niDCOT UNIT9HARR,ERPARK 

UUUnO UlntUI HAWKSWORTH DIDCOT 

01235 816595 


Royston Electronics 

Specialists in Public Address Systems 
SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE 

PORTABLE P.A. UNITS 

Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder Units 

Easy to carry and use anywhere 

CHURCHES* 

clubs • 

^lMK > RIDING 

schools • 


NEW SYSTEMS, UPDATES, LOOP 
SYSTEMS, C.C.T.V., RADIO 
MICROPHONE SYSTEMS 
CASSETTE OR CD PLAYERS, 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE - FREE 
P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 3PQ 
Telephone anytime: 

01725 518428 or 0589 247960 


MENORCA WINTER SUN 

♦♦FROM £199 (inc Flights) ** 

Club Son Parc Luxury apartments for both Golfers 
and Non-golfers. Also Tennis, Walking, 

Bird Watching & Mountain Biking 

Phone:0161-439 0026 

holidays@clubsonparc.com 

www.clubsonparc.com 

Retail Agents forATOL Licence holders. 


INVESTMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Are you happy with your 
investment returns? 

WE CUARANTEE 

you better rates for your money. 
Rates that start at a minimum 
10% with Premium Rates above 
20% "Yes 20% " 

Get the best possible rates. 
Give us a call now to make an 
appointment for one of our 
representatives to call, on 

01865 718176 or 
01202 750210 


TEL: (01494) 483594 


One to One tuition in 
physics, maths, chemistry 
& electronics, A-level, GCSE & SAT’s. 
E-MAIL - 106166.2067@compuserve.com 


Millions of years of evolution have accustomed our immune system to the natural vitamins, enzymes, 
trace elements and other natural substances of plants that make them safe and much more potent. 
These are extracted and absorbed by the immune system when food is chewed. Synthetic vitamins do 
not have these enzymes and other vital natural substances and are therefore much less effective. They 
are also dangerous in excess. 

Mass migrations throughout the ages have made us all different, and so only your own immune 
system knows which vitamins it needs most. 

Royal Jelly, the mother’s milk of bees, is the only natural substance that provides virtually all the 
vitamins found in plants as nature made them. The immune system can therefore take those it needs 
and store or discard the rest. Why this is so is explained in an information booklet we tend with all 
orders or on receipt of one 50 pence stamp. 

Renowned in China tor its unique health properties since ancient times, it is best in a liquid that can 
be sipped slowly to allow its vital ingredients to be absorbed into the bloodstream through the 
capillaries in the mouth. 

The potency of all vitamins, natural or substitute, is destroyed or seriously reduced by digestive juices 
- as when Royal Jelly is taken in capsules. 

SHANSHUI’s 3 complementary Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids in boxes each with four bottles of all three 


formulae provide the perfect answer at the lowest cost. 

SIVE YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS BETTER HEALTH AND GOOD WISHES NEXT PRESENT-GIVING 
TIME. NO GIF COULD BE MORE APPRECIATED OR MORE BENEFICIAL 
Presents and your message will be gift wrapped on request without charge. 

The Three Shanshui 

Formulae 

Royal Jelly in Thin Honey. 
Royal Jelly + Ginseng in 
Thin Honey. Royal Jelly + 
Propolis + Pollens in Thin 
Honey 

Recommended Daily 
Consumotion ' 

{ } 24-day Supply Boxes @ £8 per box £ 

{ } 60-day Supply Boxes @ £15 per box ' £ 

Plus £3 post and packaging for any size under £30.00 

{ } Cheque payable to Shanshui { } Visa/ Mastercard - Total £ 

Name of Cardholder Signed . . 

Card No Expiry Date 

Name Tel. No . . 

Address 



500mg Royal Jelly or 
300mg Royal Jelly + 200mg 
Ginseng or 300mg Royal 
Jelly + 180 mg Propolis + 
lOOmg Pollen 


SHANSHUI, PO Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR Ref: W2 
Tel: 01202 741176 • FAX: 01202 710479 
We try to despatch all orders within 24 hours 
Information booklet with proven research findings and testimonials is sent with every order 


Home Improvements 


‘My brain, your gain! 


Wright Building 

JUPPLIET 

At Hughendeim 

Have you seen our bathroom 
showroom? 

Main retailer for Armitgage Shanks, 
Doulton, Twyfords, Image and 
most makes. 

We can offer the best deals!! 

★★★★★★ 

We also sell Building Materials!! 
Paving Slabs and Block Paving!! 
Local Deliveries, keenest prices!! 

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY 
AND MON-FRI 7.30 - 5.oo 

01494 565600 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 

celebration 

Please contact 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


St. Mary the Virgin 
Purley on Thames 

We are looking for a flexible 

DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC 

Must be comfortable with traditional and 
contemporary styles. 

Job description and further details 
Tel: 0118 941 7727 


MADE TO MEASURE DOORS 

ADD EXTRA CADINETS, WORKTOPS, CORNICE ETC 

FREE LEAFLET/ PRICE GUIDE 




STOLES 


and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


NOTHING IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN GOOD HEALTH 

Fundamental Truths We All Should Know 


New Fireplace Centre 

NOW OPEN 


* Fireplaces • Hearths • Fires 
Stockists of: 

Valor, Baxi, Cannon, Flavel, 
Gloworm, Robinson, Willey 

tyo/utr 'TtCcfolib 

Overthorpe Road, Banbury 
Tel: 01295 262294 or 01295 222302 


SALT FOR WATER 
SOFTENER 

Tablet or granular, £5.25 per 25 kilogram bag. 
Also rock salt for icy paths and drives. 
Free delivery 5 bags. 

Credit cards accepted. 

1 17 Springfield Road, Windsor 

Tel: (01753) 863 1 5 1/ 8582 1 5 


HAPPENHAM CARPETS 


FREE estimates • FREE fitting 


Shop. 

Churchway, 
lladdcnhain 
01844 291591 
Open 6 days 
9.30am - 5pm, 
Closed Sunday 


Rishorou^h, 
59 Wood field 
Road, Princes 
Risborough 
018344 343869 
Open 6 days 
9am - 5 pm 
Closed Sunday 


Unit 17 Park 
Street Ind. 
Estate 01296 
392457 
Open 7 days 
Monday - Friday 
9am - 5pm 
Saturday 9am - 
3pm, Sunday 
10am - 1pm 
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Judged according to love 

Beyond the Darkness: a biography of Bede Griffths (Rider, £9.99) 

T his in depth biography of Bede Griffiths is not only meticu- 
lously researched but is also an engrossing read. Shirley Du 
Boulay sets the core of the story of Bede Griffiths’ life in the 
profound experience he had as a 17-year old boy walking alone near 
the school playing fields: ‘I remember now the feeling of awe which 
came over me. I felt inclined to kneel on the ground, as though I 
had been standing in the presence of an angel; and I hardly dared 
look on the face of the sky, because it seemed as though it was but a 
veil before the face of God.* 


This experience became a tapestry 
which weaves through Griffiths* 
life. It drives him with a passion 
which grows into a profound wis- 
dom that leads him to the ashram 
where he finds his true centre. The 
road to that ashram is not smooth 
or straightforward and Du Boulay 
illustrates with sharp insight the 
challenges and obstacles that 
Griffiths met on his spiritual jour- 
ney. 

A particularly moving aspect of the 
biography is the way in which 
Griffiths* life long friendship with 
Martyn Skinner and Hugh 
Waterman is chronicled. From their 
failed experiment in basic and com- 
munity living at Eastington to their 
deaths they corresponded with one 
another. In these two friends 
Griffiths had people he could be 
completely open and intimate with 
and at times writing to them was a 
real safety valve when things were 
stormy. 

Journey to the ashram 

Whilst Church history may locate 
Griffiths* profound influence as 
being his understanding of the 
relatedness between religions, Du 
Boulay shows that without an 
understanding of how he came to 
the ashram one has only a partial 
view of things. Griffiths’ journey 
into Catholicism from his Anglican 
roots, his early life as a Benedictine 
monk and particularly how he dis- 
appointed his abbot who sent him 
to head the new community at 
Famborough, are described with a 
real sense of discernment. 

Du Boulay’s account of life at the 
ashram and of Griffiths* leadership 
and influence show real critical 
awareness. She is able to reflect that 
the ashram is a human community 
as well as a spiritual one and that 
people’s humanity contributes to a 


sense of normal family life. Yet she 
displays too the power of a disci- 
plined and ascetic life which is 
rooted in a loving and liberating 
Gospel rather than an institution- 
alised and over-doctrinal Church. As 
Dom Bede said to a visitor who com- 
mented on the delightful and 
moving liturgy: ‘We are moving a 
long way from Rome here!* 

Rooted in the Gospel 
If Bede Griffiths would have wanted 
to be remembered for anything in 
his remarkable life I suspect it 
would have been belief that uncon- 
ditional love is not only necessary 
for our world but possible. For him 
that belief was rooted in the Gospel 
but he had the sensitivity, under- 
standing and humility to recognise 
it in the other great faith traditions 
as well. As he lay dying his fellow 
Benedictine, Laurence Freeman, 
read him a passage from St John’s 
Gospel. Dom Bede responded: ‘This 
is too wonderful. It is all I can take 
for now.* After some silence Dom 
Laurence continued with the words 
‘This is my commandment that you 
love one another her.’ Dom Bede 
caught his breath and lifting a fin- 
ger for emphasis said: ‘This is the 
whole Gospel*. 

Prophets like Bede Griffiths chal- 
lenge us to return to the roots of 
the Gospel and to rediscover the 
radical challenge that it presents to 
us. He challenges us to be open, wel- 
coming and receiving of all people 
whatever their faith, lack of faith, 
their race or sex. His whole life and 
spiritual journey was testimony to 
the dictum of St John of the Cross 
that ‘in the evening of our lives we 
will be judged on love*. 

Danny Sullivan 

Danny Sullivan is Head of Advisory Services in 
the Diocesan Schools Department and Editor of 
The Merton Journal. 



ADVENT JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM 

With Bible readings, reflections and prayers for each day 
from Advent to New Year, Garth Hewitt’s new book A 
Candle of Hope (BRF, £6.99) encourages us to make 
Bethlehem our starting point for our Journey into the 
new mi!lennium*The Bethlehem of today stands in the 
midst of the suffering Palestinian people.The author’s 
knowledge of their plight and deep compassion permeate 
the book and lead us back in hope to the Christ-child. 
Garth Hewitt is pictured above in Bethlehem with Dr 
Hanan Ash rawi, an Anglican Palestinian Christian who 
was a peace negotiator in the Madrid peace talks. 


A prophet in his own country 

Big Business, Poor Peoples (Zed Books, £13.95) 

I n 1 994 John Madeley moved in General Synod the Oxford 
motion to endorse the Nescafe boycott He saw how the 
Nestle PR team spared no expense to sway the Synod members 
to suspend the boycott That spurred him on to spend five years 
researching for his new book. Big Business , Poor Peoples. In it he 
charts the impact of transnational corporations (TNCs) on the 
world’s poor. The corporations are able to use their control of 
capital and technology to exploit the resources and labour of 
weaker countries. So nations even outdo each other to attract 
their investment by lowering standards and offering tax holidays. 
The International Monetary Fund insists on an open door to 
foreign investment as a condition for debt relief. 

The Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) was an 
attempt to enshrine the rights of business, but not its responsibil- 
ities. It failed last year, but this November at the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) meeting in Seattle, a new ‘MAI’ is to be 
launched.TNCs are being invited by the organising committees 
to sponsor the meeting in return for access to the decision- 
makers.The WTO is a new UN body to which TNCs urge that a 
nation is only admitted if it supports free trade. 

The votes of debtor nations are in the pockets of the creditor 
nations. At a meeting of the World Bank in Addis Ababa, the 
Director of jubilee 2000 watched African foreign ministers 
keeping their mouths shut so as not to offend their creditors. 
Europe too has bowed to WTO pressures over hormone-treated 
beef and Caribbean bananas. Restrictions on genetically-modified 
products may well be the next WTO target. 

Readers of John Madeley *s book will be spurred to use their 
voices as consumers, investors and voters to resist the monopoly 
power of the new ‘global apartheid’, a system which sucks the 
labour out of people and discards the skins. 

Christopher Hall 

Canon Christopher Hall is a member of General Synod, Co-ordinator for One 
World and Hon Secretary of the Li Tim-Oi Foundation. 


Sally Trench turns 
up - in Bosnia 

Fran’s War (Hodder, £9.99) 

B ack in 1968 I was deeply moved 
by a book called Bury Me in My 
Boots. It was written by Sally 
Trench, a girl from a well-to-do 
London family, who secretly 
climbed out of a window every 
night to go and help the city’s 
down and outs. As a 16-year old 
Sally Trench didn’t just visit the 
meths drinkers huddled around 
their bomb-site fires, she sat down 
beside them. The result was a 
remarkably courageous and com- 
passionate insight into the seamier 
side of the swinging sixties and 
Bury me in My Boots sold over a mil- 
lion copies. 

I have often wondered what hap- 
pened to Sally Trench since then 
and now I know. She lives in 
Oxfordshire and her passionate 
sense of injustice remains 
undimmed. In fact the proceeds of 
her first book were used to set up 
Project Spark to help keep disrup- 
tive teenagers off the streets. When 
in 1962 she saw disturbing pic- 
tures of children fleeing from 
burned out villages in Bosnia, the 
Project focussed on their needs 
too. 

With children on the run 

Over the next four years Sally her- 
self led 30 convoys into war-torn 
Bosnia and Fran's War , her third 
book is based on her experiences 
there. In novel form, it is a mix- 
ture of fact and fiction based on 
the stories of some of the children 
she met. Being Sally Trench she 
lived alongside the children when, 
after the deaths of parents, teach- 
ers and friends, they had to fend 
for themselves in caves and cellars 
feeding on scraps and dodging gun- 
fire, bombs and mines. 

Sally is a Roman Catholic and 
her book is profoundly Christian. 
Fran and her friends are from both 
Muslim and Catholic families yet 
they truly love one another and 
their bravery, resourcefulness and 
dignity in the face of so much loss 
gives great hope to an adult world 
gone mad. 

Christine Zwart 

Christine Zwart is Editor of The DOOR. 


Toddler Care 

6/7 Church Street, Wantage 0xt2 SB l 

Children’s Pay Nursery 

FROM 3 MONTHS - 5 YEARS 7.30pm-6pm 
OPEN 52 WEEKS A YEAR 
ONLY CLOSED DURING BANK HOLIDAYS 
COMPLETE CHILD CARE 

All staff qualified and experienced - French teacher 
-1 available twice a week 

A j j ft I ( For children 3-5 years) 

0uR AIM IS First-Class Care for each child 

^ Call MELAINE PEASE 

01235 813202 





THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

(11-18 Comprehensive for boys and girls) 

Shipston Road, Woodstock, oxon 0X20 1LP 
Tel: 01993 811431. Fax: 01993 813530 

OPEN EVENING AND 
MORNINGS FOR 
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

(September 2000 intake) 

on 

Wednesday 6th October 7.30pm 
and/or 

12th or 14th October 1999 
9.00am - 12pm 

Please telephone for further details 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES 


Challenging Volunteer 
Opportunities Overseas 
EXPERIENCE 
EXCHANGE 
PROGRAMME 



Live and work alongside a community in 
Africa, Asia, South America, Central or 
Eastern Europe for 6-12 months. 
Experience and learn from another culture. 
Write to: The United College of Ascension, 
Weoley Park Road, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham B29 6RD 
iPfel Tel: 0121 472 1667 


Sharing faith in Today's World 
Charily No. 2345 IS 


11k Methodist 
Church 


/jkx BIBUCAL & MULTILINGUAL 
fy|U RESOURCES 

j * Computer Software 

♦Web Site Design 
/ ♦ Biblical Courses 

Bibles, Hebrew/Greek study. Study courses 
Clipart, theologicaVH Jstorical books on edrom 

Multilingual wordprocessing software for 160 
ancient and modern languages including: 
Hebrew, Arabic, Greek, Syriac, European, 
Indian, Asian & African scripts ^ 

Web: www.bmsoftware.com 
Email: sales@bmsortware.com m 



BIBLICAL HEBREW 

mA&c cash 


Biblical Hebrew distance learning by internet, 
email, software, post, private/group tutoring 

Web: www.biblicalhebrew.com 
Email: irtfo@biblicaihebrew.com 


Tel/Fax: 01603 667393 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary 
for more details 

Telephone 

01844 238237 

Registered Charity No. 272663 
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Fun after-school classes in Burnham, 
Gerrards Cross and Langley for 
all ages (4-16 yrs) 

End of term performance and 
certificates of achievement awarded 


Call Lorraine 
on 0370 483726 


Called to Christian Youth Work? 

Work with young people and get qualified 
at the same time! 


BA (Hons) in Youth & Community Work 



and A pp lied Theolog y 


validated by Oxford Brookes University and JNC approved. 
Students work with a church or Christian agency and travel to a 
regional study centre in Oxford (also Bristol, Cambridge or the 
Midlands). 

Contact Mrs Sam Richards at Oxford Youth Works 
01865 438390 for details. 

CENTRE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY - 6 leading Christian training 
organisations working together: Bristol Baptist College, Frontier 
Youth Trust, Oxford Youth Works, Ridley Hall Theological College, 
St John's Nottingham, Youth for Christ. 

Applications are particularly welcomed from mature students & 
people from minority cultures. 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES 



THE ORATORY SCHOOL 

Woodcote, Reading RG8 OIM 


Catholic HMC Boarding and 
Day School for boys 

97% of Sixth Formers enter University 

Providing a total education that has at its core a strong 

moral integrity 

Nurtures individual needs and encourages particular 
talents and interests 

Excellent IT and Design and Art facilities 
Extensive Playing Fields, large well equipped Sports 
Complex, Swimming Pool, Real Tennis Court and Nine 
Hole Golf Course 

1 Scholarships available - Academic, Music, Art and 
Sport, Entry at 11, 13 and 16 

Tel. 01491 680207 Fax. 01491 680020 

Emaljl: hmoffice@oratory.oxon.sch.uk 
Website: http://www.oratory.oxon.sch.uk 

Registered Charity 309112 
existing to provide education for children 



St. Mary's School 
Ascot 

'the best preparation 
for the future' 

Open Morning 

for prospective parents and 
pupils 

Saturday l6th October, 1999 
10.30am - 1pm 

St. Mary's School, Ascot is a high quality, . 
Roman Catholic boarding school for 350 
girls aged 11-18. 

Scholarships available for entry at 11+, 13+ 
and 16 + and in art, music, science and for 
the daughters of Ascot Old Girls. 

For details of the programme for the 
morning and to register your interest, 
please contact 

Mrs Young on (01344) 293614 
or 

email: admissions@st.marys.ascot.co.uk 


INTELLIGENCE TESTS 

In 1890 the term 'mental test' was first used in an 
article which described a series of tests given 
annually to college students in an effort to 
determine their intellectual level. In the early 
1900s Alfred Binet was asked to find some way of 
predicting which children would not do well in 
school (and so, by implication, those who would). 
To do this he invented, standardised and published 
(in 1905) what came to be called an 'Intelligence 
Test'. This covered a number of areas with special 
emphasis on judgement, comprehension and 
reasoning, which Binet regarded as essential 
components of intelligence. This test has been 
revised many times and is still used today for 
children between three and 13 years. Many other 
tests have been devised since and it is now 
possible to test people up to the age of 89. 

What are these tests used for? 'Intelligence tests' 
indicate an individuals general intellectual level 
by providing IQ scores, mental age and percentile 
ratings. They can be used as predictors of future 
performance, give an indication of basic ability 
and help to identify any Dyslexia tendencies. 

These are simply a few of the ways in which such 
tests can be used. For further information contact: 
P.N.F. Faulkner, P.N.F Faulkner B.D., B.Sc 
(Psych) 01280 813658 (Centre for Neuro- 
development Delay). 



EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 
Send for further details: 
CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 

Tel. 0151 327 1172 
Fax. 0151 327 1592 


A complete web presence 



for just 

If you’re looking to jump 
start your company onto 
the internet, look no 
further 

We offer tailored web site solutions for all types of 
businesses, large or small. So we’re 
sure to create something that will suit you 

. . . and your budget! 

Visit www.harmonvmedia.com now 

for an instant quote or call us on 

01737 644429 



The AII-ln-1 Internet Solution 



OXFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


A part-time course for women who have been out of the 
workplace for at least two years. 

Essential Skills for 
Professional Care Advisors 

Be in atjthe start of a new profession 
Self-employed, working at times that suit you 
Advising recipients of social care about service providers 
Helping people towards independent living and improving their 
quality of life 


%c 



For further details please contact:- 
Pearl Flanagan, ESF Project Co-Ordinator, Social Services, 
Yamton House, Rutten Lane, Yamton, Oxfordshire 0X5 1LP 

Tel: 01865 854420/854411 
Fax: 01865 841666 
Email : gie55 @ dial.pipex.com 

Oxford Brookes University and Oxfordshire County Council reserve the 
right to alter the programme without notice. 


jsa 

A division of Cambridge Education Associates 

Expert Education Guidance 

Comprehensive Service for Parents 

** FREE ADVICE for parents on 
independent schools in the UK 

Professional knowledge and practical 
assistance on huge variety of schools 

All recommended schools visited by 
JSA staff to ensure excellence 

** Personal selection made for all clients 

w* Itinerary booking service for schools 
tests and interviews 

Write, phone, fax or e-mail for a brochure: 

66 - 68 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 llA 
Phone: 01223 577438, Fax: 01223 578501 
E-mail jsa@cea.co.uk www.cea.co.uk 


ST GABRIALS 

Visitors to St Gabrials quickly recognise that this is 
no ordinary school. From Nursery to Sixth Form 
they are struck by the enthusiasm and sense of 
purpose of both staff and pupils. Some parents 
choose us because of our reputation for achieving 
exceptional academic standards, others welcome 
the individual attention which is given to all pupils. 
The friendly and confident manner of our pupils is 
a reflection of the secure and caring environment in 
which they work. All pupils have the opportunity to 
take part in a wide variety of individual and team 
sports, music and creative arts. An extensive range 
of extra curricular activities are offered - well over 
50 each week. 

Each of our pupils is unique and our primary 
objective is to develop individual strengths and 
interests. These culminate in the high quality of our 
GCSE results, placing us in the top 50 independent 
schools with 97% of grades A* to C. Our new Sixth 
Form is gathering strength, catering for a broad 
choice of individual subject requirements aimed at 
university entrance. 

Come of our Open Morning on Saturday October 9 
- we can guarantee that your time here will be both 
interesting and exhilarating! 

READING SCHOOL 

Reading School is a selective grammar school for 
boys within the state-maintained sector suitable for 
day boys within the Reading area and for boarders, 
who may be termly or weekly. All tuition is free 
and boarding fees are £1,630 per term. Each year 
there is a maximum of 12 boarding places available 
at 11+ with additional places available at 13+ and 
16+. The 11+ total intake each year is 112. 

In addition to its high academic standards Reading 
School has much more to offer, with a wide range 
of sporting activities, as well as music and drama. 
A recent good state school guide described Reading 
School as a thriving and purposeful community, 
retaining its traditions and academic distinction in 
times of change. 



Reading Blue Coat School 

Holme Park, Sonning-on-Thames, 

Berkshire RG4 6SU K 

Founded in 1646 HMC, SHMIS, GBA, BSA 
600 Pupils: Boys 11-18, Day and Boarding 
Co-educational Sixth Form of 200 


OPEN MORNING 

For prospective pupils and their parents 
Saturday October 9th, 1999 

Guided Tours of the School by our Sixth Form 
students at 9.30am 

with a presentation by the Headmaster 
Mr James McArthur at 11.30am in the 
Way Hall 

Telephone: 0118 944 1005 

Reading Bluecoat School exists to provide education for children. 
Charitable Trust 309023 


Everyone needs a little help 
sometime... 

Taylor House for students with Disabilities is here to 
help you. Offering assistance, ranging from study sup- 
port to personal and domestic care, we aim to make 
your life as a student that bit easier by providing 
assistance to help you with any physical or learning 
tasks that you may need during the day enabling you 
to make full use of your residential accommodation. 

Like to find out more? 

Contact: Michael Davis 

Taylor House, Leonard Cheshire Services for Disabled Students 
16 Osier Road, Headington, Oxford. 0X3 9BJ 

Telephone: 01865 766322 

Creating opportunities with disabled people 

Leonard Cheshire 



Christ Church 
Cathedral 

School 


Boys’ Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 

offers 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

for 

Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Bursaries for Choristers up to 60% of fees 

VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER, 1999 

for boys aged 7-8 x /i years old 

The Cathedral Organist Stephen Darlington and the 
Headmaster Allan Mottram are always happy to 
interview and audition lx>ys at any other time. 

For further details, please write to: 

Allan Mottram, Headmaster, 

3 Brewer Street, OXFORD 0X1 1QW 
Tel. 01865 242561 

or Stephen Darlington, Cathedral Organist 
Christ Church, OXFORD 0X1 1I)P 
Tel. 01865 276195 
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Magdalen College School 


>!r 


Oxford 


M agdalen College School is an independent, academic day 
school for 540 boys aged 7-18. For over 500 years, boys have 
studied at the school and gone on to make a distinguished 
contribution to the life of their country. 

The values of the school encompass a love of learning, a sense of 
responsibility towards each other and to the wider community, and a 
respect for the individuality of each boy. 

Open Day: Saturday 9th October 1999 
9.30 a.m. to 12 noon. 

For further information, please telephone 
01865 242191 

Magdalen College School, Oxford OX4 1DZ 

Magdalen College School is a registered charity dedicated to the education 
of boys aged 7-18 


LUCKLEY-OAKFIELD SCHOOL 

WOKINGHAM 

GSA: GBG8A (for girls aged 11-18) 

Member of TISCA, The Indepenent Schools Christian Alliance 

FLEXIBILITY between day, weekly and full boarding 
SUCCESS at GCSE and A Level 
SCHOLARSHIPS available at Yr 7 and Sixth Form entry 
• EXTENDED DAY activities until 5.30pm 
COMMUNITY based on Christian principles - caring and supportive 
TRANSPORT from Windlesham, Maidenhead, Ascot, Hartley Wintney 
Warfield, Bracknell, Crowthorne areas & Wokingham Station 

OPEN DAYS 

Saturday 16th October 9.30am - 12 noon 
Wednesday 20th October 2 - 4pm 

Tel. 0118 974 3215 for further details 

Luckley -Oak field exists to provide high quality education 
based on Christian principles for girls aged 11-18 


u X 

cr> ^ 

^ < 


T he School of St Helen and St Katharine, 
Faringdon Road, Abingdon is an 
Independent Day School for 580 girls 
aged 9 - 18. 

The School offers a broad education combining 
high academic standards with excellence in art, 
music and sport. 

• Academic Scholarships, Bursaries and 
Music Scholarships 
• Entry at 9+, 10+, 11+ and 16+ 

• Outstanding academic results 
• 1998 A level results 79.6% grades A & B 
• 1990 GCSE results 81.7% grades A* & A 
• 150 girls in sixth form 
• Wide range of extra curricular activities 
• Excellent facilities 

For further information or to arrange a visit to the 
School, please contact the Admissions Secretary on 
01235 520173. 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES 



The University 
of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 

Part-time BA Degree? 

Telephone (0118) 931 6354 for details 

Evenings: English, Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time: Archaeology, Classical Studies, History, 
History of Art, Languages, Linguistics, Music, 
Philosphy. 


Acorn to Oak - the foundation years 


From fragile beginnings 
at three we nurture and 
care - providing a wealth 
of learning experience, 
individual attention and 
above all - encouragement. 
At eleven our pupils are 
confident, independent, 
fulfilled and successful. 



They are ready and 
prepared for senior 
education, whatever their 
choice of future school. 


AnntjhrieSdbaol 

Christchurch Road Cheltenham Gloucestershire 
For detailed information and a prospectus, telephone 
01242 512837 


S ince its foundation in 1553 
by Nicholas Ridley, then 
Bishop of London, King 
Edward’s School has offered 
a truly rewarding educational 
environment for day and boarding 
boys and girls aged 11 to 18. 

A strong Christian ethos underpins 
our caring philosophy and the 
happy atmosphere in which 
academic, social, sporting and 
artistic life can thrive. 

We welcome pupils from every 
social background and offer a 
wide range of bursaries and 
scholarships to help those with 
particular talents or needs. 


FIND OUT MORE. 


For full details, a prospectus and a copy 
of the recent excellent Inspection Report 
or to arrange a visit please contact the 


actpr'c Qp/'rpts 



^KING d1 
EDWARDS ' ' 
SCHOOL 


Successful since 1553 

King Edward’s School Witley, Godaiming, Surrey GU8 5SG 








mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmammmmmm ~ 

ITIS FOR EVERYONE! 


Able to help your children with their homework 
- except Information Technology? 

Never used a computer before? 

Heard about the Internet and e-mail for 
keeping in touch, but don't know how to use it? 
Need to develop touch typing skills to complete 
projects faster? 

We are a small company offering training in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere with our 
experienced tutors. You can work at your own 
pace, concentrating on your needs. 

BETTER PROSPECTS 

1 Woodside Walk, Woodside Road 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 6AA 

Tel: 01494 433346 



MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

Auditions for 

Magdalen College Chapel Choir 

will be held on 

Saturday, 16th October, 1999 
for boys aged 7-9 

Substantial awards are available and 
choristers receive full-time education at 
Magdalen College School 
Full details and a piospedus are available from: 
The College Office, Magdalen College 
Oxford 0X1 4AU 

Telephone 01865 276060 



READING SCHOOL 


Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LW 

A selective Boys’ Grammar School 

The Best Education you can buy 
without paying for it 

Weekly and termly boarding for entry at 11+, 13+ and 16+ 

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
ENTRY IN SEPTEMBER 2000 

Entrance Tests (for 11+ and 13+) held in mid-January 2000 

Applications for entry into the Sixth Form (16+) will be welcomed at any time. 
Open days at 4.15pm : Tuesday 28, Wednesday 29 and Thursday 30 September 1999 

HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARDS - 10 boys accepted for Oxbridge entry in October 1999 

In August 1998 an average of 65.2% A and B grades at A-Level, 96.7% pass rate. 
67.5% grade A/A* at GCSE (national average 13.7%) 

99.2% pupils achieved grade A* - C with 92.4% gaining at least 9 GCSEs 
ALL TUITION IS FREE - BOARDING FEES ARE £1630 PER TERM 

For a prospectus or further information, write or 
telephone: (0118) 9353261 Fax. (0118) 9352755 
(Reading School is a registered charity which exists to provide education for boys) 


CENTRE FOR NEURO-DEVELOPMENT DELAY 

EDUCATIONAL & DYSLEXIA 
ASSESSEMENTS 

Are your children fulfilling their potential? 

Do you know their basic ability? 

Are you expecting too much or too little 
from them? 

Do you want to know your own basic ability? 
Attainment tests Reading, Spelling Number. 

Further information: 

P. N. F. Faulkner B.D. B.Sc (Psych) 

01280 813658 


THE HIGHLANDS SCHOOL 

WARDLE AVENUE, TILEHURST, 
READING RG31 6JR 
Tel: 0118 942 7186 

Affiliated to I.S.A. and I.S.I.S. 

An Independent Day School 
fcirls 3 years - 11 years: Boys 3 years - 8 years 

* All areas of the National Curriculum covered 

* Excellent Pupil Teacher ratio 

* French 

* Individual Music Lessons 

* After School Care 

* Registered Nursery Provider 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND PROSPECTUS 
PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE 

OPEN MORNING 
FRIDAY 5th MARCH, 1999 
10.00am to 12 noon 

St. Edward's & Highlands School Ltd. 

Registered Charity No 309147 
exists to provide education for children. 


( I believe Kumon is a very rewarding teaching experience y 


Today, over 2.5 million children worldwide are mastering mathematics with 
the popular Kumon method. Kumon's success is due largely to the care and 
dedication of our ever expanding team of Instructors. 

Each Instructor works part-time on a self-employed basis, running an 
after-school study centre in their local area. 

Since first opening in the UK, demand for new Kumon centres has 
increased dramatically. 


W€ ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 
INSTRUCTORS IN YOUR AREA 


For a free information pack 
call Freephone: 0800 854714 
or write to: 


KUMON KUMON EDUCATIONAL UK, 

MATHS FREEPOST LON6663, LONDON, N14 6BR 
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Green 
Pastures 
Christian 
Nursing 
Home 

The Hawthorns, Banbury 0X16 9FA 
Tel: 01295 279963 

We provide full Nursing Care within a 
Christian environment. 

We are able to offer accommodation to 
elderly people, whether they are 
funded by private means, or through 
Social Services. 

Our philosophy is to: 

....Show mercy and compassion to one 
another. Zech 7-9 

Registered Charity No., 297937 



Residential Care Home 

The Orchard 

Stewkley, Nr. Leighton Buzzard, 
Bucks LU7 OHR 

NOW OPEN 


A new wing to this delightful family run home 
in a picturesque village setting will be opening 
in May for guests. All rooms are single, en-suite, 
colour TV, courtesy tea/coffee, with a full care 
service provided for permanent and holiday 
guests. The rooms all have views of the gardens 
and countryside. 

Enquiries for full particulars to The Matron 

Telephone: (01525) 240240 


Forget-me-not 

The Personal Grave Tending Service 

❖ Grass cutting and edging 

❖ Weeding and clearing of debris 

❖ Pruning of roses and shrubs 

❖ Planting of bulbs and bedding 

❖ Cleaning of Monumental Masonry 

On request we are pleased to lay flowers for 
Birthdays and Special Anniversaires 
For details of our complete Grave Tending Service 
please phone: 01869 351783 


Oxford Aunts 


Live-in Care & 
Nursing Services 

We have been helping elderly & 
disabled people to stay living in 
their own homes for over 30 years. 
We specialise in providing Live-in 
Companion Housekeepers 
Care Assistants and Nurses 

Temporary or Longer-term over 
several months 

Please call us for further details on 

01865 791017 

Regulated & Inspected by the DTI 
Licensed by Oxfordshire CC as a 
Nursing Agency. 







YOUR NEEDS - OUR PROMISE 

Suppliers of: 

® Domestic Heating Oil 

© Signalman - remote fuel 

Monitoring System 

© Farm & Commercial Fuels 

© Lubricants 

© Tank Replacement service 
© Fuel Cards for Diesel & petrol 

FOR AN EFFICIENT, FRIENDLY SERVICE WITH 
COMPETITIVE PRICES, CONTACT US ON 

0845 771 771 2 



MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF ADOPTION IN THE 21st 
CENTURY - ADOPTIVE PARENT NETWORK RELAUNCHES FOR 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM 


Becoming an 
adoptive parent 
today is a challenge 
- and can be very 
rewarding. 
Generally, the 
children who need 
adoption today are 
past infancy. The 
majority will have 
suffered some 
degree of early 
trauma - neglect or 
emotional, physical 
or sexual abuse. 
Adoptive families 
need all the support 
they can get. The 
national adoptive 
parents.’ network 
formerly known as 
Parent to Parent 
Information on 
Adoption Services 
(PPIAS) is 
relaunching on May 
1 1999 under the 
new name 
Adoption UK to 
reflect its broad 
remit of 
“supporting 
adoptive families 
before, during and 
after adoption”. 
The original 
organisation was 
launched in 1971 by 
a small group of 
adoptive parents 


who came together 
to share information 
and experiences, 
provide mutual 
support and 
promote the 
adoption of “hard to 
place” children. 
Since 1973 the 
organisation has 
been featuring 
children who need 
adoption in its 
journal Adoption 
UK. This journal is 
being renamed 
Adoption Today. 
Philippa Morrall, 
National Co- 
ordinator of 
Adoption UK 
(formerly PPIAS) 
and herself an 
adoptive parent, 
says: “Public 
perception of 
adoption is largely 
outdated and 
misinformed. We’ve 
heard a lot recently 
from politicians and 
the media about 
children being 
‘denied’ the 
opportunity of 
adoption and 
families ‘desperate’ 
to adopt them. But 
this does not reflect 
the reality of 


adoption today. We 
have been featuring 
children who need 
adoption in our 
journal since 1 973 
and the number of 
children referred 
has grown steadily 
over the years. Most 
of these children are 
past infancy and 
may be part of a 
large group of 
brothers and sisters 
who want to stay 
together. They may 
have had some very 
traumatic 
experienced and 
may be difficult to 
live with, hard to 
parent and even 
harder to love. Not 
surprisingly there 
are fewer families 
wanting to adopt 
these chidren than 
there are children 
waiting for families. 
“Adoption is great - 
many children 
benefit hugely from 
it and many parents 
gain enormous 
rewards from it, and 
love their children to 
bits - but make no 
mistake, it is not an 
easy and 
straightforward 


undertaking. Love 
alone is not enough. 
Adoptive parents 
these days need 
careful preparation, 
realistic 
expectations, 
determination, 
sticking power - and 
lots of support. 
Rather than 
focusing on fictional 
situations it would 
be so much better if 
politicians 
concentrated on 
providing better 
support to families 
who are struggling 
to help their children 
cope with the effects 
of early losses and 
traumatic 
experiences. 

Funding for ‘post- 
adoption’ services is 
still woefully 
inadequate.” 
Adoption UK can be 
contacted at the 
organisation’s 
existing address - 
Lower Boddington, 
Daventry, 
Northamptonshire 
NN11 6YB. The 
helpline number 
remains 01327 
260295. 



Medicur 
bring you the 
latest technology 
in the fight for 




AN OFFER 
NO 

CHEMIST 
SHOP OR 
STORE WILL 
EVER MAKE 



IF YOU SUFFER FROM 

ARTHRITIS 

RHEUMATISM 

“Sack pains 

MIGRAINE 


RELIEF 


IF YOU SUFFER FROM 

FIBRQSITIS 

JOINT ACHES & PAINS 
SCIATICA 


OSTEO-ARTHRITIS 

TRY MEDICUR! II k I !■ I TRY MEDICUR! 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

JUST THREE 1 0 MINUTE TREATMENTS A DAY 


NOT A TENS - NO LEADS OR PADS 


Hundreds of sufferers every week are now turning to 
Medicur, often as a last resort in their fight against 
pain. 

" I have both acute and chronic pain and considerable 
stiffness. Since using Medicur I have been much freer 
in my movements, the chronic pain has diminished 
dramatically and an easing of the acute pain". 

Dr Gill J. Lyons 


NOW YOU CAN 

TRY IT ON A 


Medicur is the UK's leading Magnetic field therapy 
device for the treatment of painful and stress-related 
conditions. 

Send for FREE Information Pack to Snowden 
Healthcare, CH08, Pedigree House, 
Ambleside/ Radcliffe Road, Gamston, 
Nottingham NG2 6NQ 


45 DAY 


MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 


FREEPHONE 0800 026 4663 

FOR FREE INFORMATON PACK 




L 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


The Pink Ribbon 


October 1999 sees 
the return of the 
worldwide Pink 
Ribbon campaign 
to promote breast 
cancer awareness. 
This year, the 
campaign aims to 
be the most 
successful to date 
in raising funds 
for research into 
breast cancer, a 
disease that 
affects 1 in 12 
women in the UK. 
And with the UK 
unfortunately at 
the top of breast 
cancer league 
tables, support for 
the campaign is 
more vital than 
ever. Research 
means six out of 
ten cases are now 
curable. And more 
funds mean more 
research, which 
ultimately means 
more cases can be 


cured. 

The Pink Ribbon 
campaign can 
only be a success 
with the help of 
the public. The 
Tenovus cancer 
charity is looking 
for people to put 
pink ribbon boxes 
in their 

workplace, be it a 
shop, a doctor’s 
surgery, a bank, a 
pharmacy or any 
other outlet so 
that people can 
purchase the pink 
ribbon symbols. 
Perhaps you 
would prefer to 
host an event or 
organise a street 
collection for the 
Pink Ribbon 
Appeal. 

Whatever way 
you can help, 
your efforts can 
save the lives of 
British women 


suffering from 
breast cancer. 
Please call the 
Tenovus cancer 
charity on 02920 
621433. 

Set up in 1943 by 
ten businessmen 
(the ‘ten-of-us’), 
Tenovus is a 
cancer charity that 
spends around 
£4,000,000 on 
cancer research, 
education, patient 
care and 
counselling. 
Tenovus scientists 
and clinicians in 
Cardiff, 

Liverpool, 
Southampton and 
Bournemouth are 
acknowledged to 
be amongst the 
world’s leading 
experts. 

They collaborate 
with research 
centres in many 
other countries 


and work closely 
with staff in many 
hospitals to ensure 
that patients 
benefit promptly 
from advances in 
research, as well 
as publishing a 
wealth of 
scientific research 
and patient 
literature. 

The charity also is 
committed to 
providing support 
and counselling 
service for cancer 
patients and their 
families through 
the teams of 
nurses, 

counsellors and 
social workers 
who operate 
Tenovus 

Freephone Cancer 
Helpline (08 08 
808 10 10). 



MENCAP 

VISITING SERVICE 

making the most of life 

SOMETIMES CHALLENGING 
- ALWAYS REWARDING - 

Do you like shopping, visiting restaurants and pubs, strolling 
around garden centres, going to local sports events or just 
spending time with friends? 

Well, so do people with a learning disability but their choices 
and ability to do these things are limited . 

MENCAP the country’s leading charity for people with a 
learning disability, is looking for volunteers for its 

VISITORS SERVICE 

Do YOU have a few spare hours each month to befriend an 
adult with a learning disability? 

You do not need experience, but you do need a commitment 
and a genuine caring interest. Befriending is done on a one-to- 
one basis, and contact should be at least once a month - more if 
possible. It takes time to get to know people, and friendships do 
not happen overnight, so patience is also required. 

It would be an advantage if you were a car owner/driver. 

All visitors expenses will be met, plus a small monthly fee. 

Interested? 

... then please contact Diane Luck on: 

01737 224439 for more information 

An answer phone is in operation outside office hours 



-q Pot a helping hand 

\ 01494 678503 

"'Chester House. 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfitld. Buds HP9 211 


OVER 
WEIGHT? 

Need 96 people to try 
Brand New Herbal Weight 
Control Programme 

01245 442222 


CHRISTMAS 

APPEAL 

Help us give orphans 
and widows of 
Fishermen a 
Happy Christmas. 

Donations to: 

Fishermen’s Mission 
Freepost ANG5599 
Milton Keynes 
MK5 6YD 
01908 520397 ( 
Speakers available. 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO 4.00pm TEI.. 01793 701313 

514 CRICKLADE ROAD, (OPP MOONRAKER PUB), SWINDON 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 




For a sense of freedom . . . out of doors 





and around the home 


WALKING AIDS BATH LIFT STAIR LIFT 

PHONE FORA FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 


herwell 

District Council. 


North Oxfordshire 


BICESTER 

SHOPMOBILITY 

Crown Walk Car Park 
off Manorsfield Road, Bicester 
“Free Parking Available ” 
Open Monday-Saturday, 
10am-4pm 

Tel. 01869 320132 
Minicom 01869 245937 

(Advance booking strongly 
recommended) 


Ascot Residential Homes requires 

Care Assistants for full and part-time day and night 
duties. Experience is preferred but not necessary as 
full training will be given. Competitive salary, meals 
and uniforms provided. 

Please contact Mrs Tlnneny on 

(01344) 884079 


£|gj Adoption UK 

Suppantiiuf Adaptive fa mitit* tyoxe, 

LJsIiCmJ cUcUnp <utd a^tex Adaptia* 

Formerly PPIAS - Parent to Parent Information on Adoption Services 

■ Are you an adoptive parent? 

■ Would you enjoy meeting other adopters? 

■ Would you welcome support after adoption? 

■ Are you thinking of adopting a child? 

■ Would you like to talk to other adopters? 

■ Would you appreciate practical, down to earth advice 
& information about adoption? 

If so, contact us & be sure of a friendly & helpful response. 
We have over 1 30 local contacts & groups all over the UK. 

ADOPTION UK, LOWER BODDINGTON, DAVENTRY 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN1 1 6YB 
lei: 01327 260295 


DO YOU ENJOY CARING FOR CHILDREN? 
DO YOU HAVE PATIENCE. STAMINA and a 
SENSE OF HUMOUR? 

COULD YOU HELP CARE FOR CHILDREN IN 
YOUR COMMUNITY IN ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING WAYS? 

❖ Weekend Relief Care 
4* For a few weeks 
For a few months 
A? For a number of years 
, *t* You can be single 

♦t* With a partner 
Working or not 
Renting or owning your home 
We offer a generous allowance 
Do you want to find out more about fostering? 
•b 0118 955 3740 for an informal chat 
Reading Fostering & Adoption Team 




•OftOUOM COUNCIL 


YOU ARE INVITED TO 
AN 

OPEN MORNING 

FOR COFFEE AND BISCUITS 

AT 

VICARAGE COURT 
VICARAGE ROAD, OXFORD 
Retirement Housing 

FOR AN INFORMAL CHAT 
AND 

VIEWING OF THE ACCOMMODATION 
ON 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 19 
10.30am-1 2.30pm 

PLEASE CONTACT THE WARDEN FOR 
FURTHER DETAILS ON 

01865 240777 

OR 

JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY 


Crossways Trust Ltd. 

Reg Charity No. 23160 

Crossways Trust is a non-profit making charity which , for the past 50 years has 
run residential and nursing homes for the elderly . 

Now, in its Golden Jubilee year, the Trust is delighted to announce its new 
ownership of 

The Swallows Care Centre , Epsom Grove , Bletchley 
Nr Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 
Tel: 01908 630670. Fax: 01908 630680 

“The Swallows” is situated on the outskirts of Bletchley within a community setting. It 
is appointed to the highest standard and all rooms have en-suite facilities. All meals are 
home cooked with a varied daily menu. We would be delighted for you to visit our 
Home and to view the superb facilities 

available to the Residents, including a library, hairdressing salon and 
shopping facilities. Our Day Centre is used by both 
residents and the local community, offering a vari- 
ety of activities. 

For our less able residents 24-hour nursing care is 
available. The Trust has established a reputation 
over the past 50 years for providing care of the 
highest quality in its Homes, treating each resident 
as an individual, with their own special qualities, 
experience and talents. Every member of staff is 
dedicated to encouraging this ethos. 

For further details please apply directly to the Manager of the Home or to our 
Head Office at the following address: 

CROSSWAYS TRUST LIMITED 
19 PARKFIELD ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN13 1EN 

Telephone 01903 211011. Fax: 01903 211077 
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From the 
Time of our 
Lives to MAD 
and beyond 

The future of the Church depends 
on young people says Andrew 
Gear, the Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
but time is running out . . . 

I t’s been a hectic year for young peo- 
ple across the Diocese. In May there 
was the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
major national event for young adults, 
the Time of our Lives. At the end of 
June, the Diocesan youth camp. Yellow 
Braces returned with a programme of 
outdoor sports - canoeing, climbing, 
archery - led by Adventure Plus and an 
exxploration of the theme ‘Get Lost?! - 
the journey of faith’. 

In July, 20 young adults, led by 
Bishop Dominic, went on a pilgrimage 
to Taize. (See their comments on this page). 
So many young people were challenged 
in their faith that another pilgrimage 
is planned for the year 2000. 

This final year of the millennium 


will draw to a close with young people 
again being challenged to ‘Go MAD - Go 
Make A Difference’. 

Still time to book for MAD ‘99 

MAD’99 takes place on 6 November 
from 8.00pm- 8.00am at Theale Green 
School, near Reading, the venue for 
last yearns very successful event. There 
will be live bands, creative arts, work- 
shops, worship, living chapels, a cyber 
cafe and lots of other activities to take 
young people through the night. 
Publicity will have been sent out to 
parishes by the time you read this arti- 
cle. Tickets will be £12, but again we 
are offering the special ticket and trav- 
el deal for £17. This includes coach 
travel to and from the event. 

Taking young people seriously 

The last four years have seen a numbr 
of major initiatives aimed at encourag- 
ing the Church to take work with 
young people more seriously, the publi- 
cation of Youth A Part being the most 
notable. 

The Bishops at Lambeth 1998 also 
passed a number of resolutions about 
attitudes towards young people. In this 
Diocese, a number of deaneries have 
been able to initiate youth projects 
thanks to the Deanery Development 
Grant system. 

However, the future is uncertain. 
There is a sense in which time is run- 


ning out if we seriously want to engage 
in work with young people. There are 
still too many places where the voices 
of young people are completely silent 
and their gift and abilities unrealised. 
The Church culture is now almost total- 
ly alien to most young people and we 
are mostly completely out of contact 
with young people outside the Church. 
However, there are examples in this 
Diocese and beyond of individual 
adults being willing to enter the world 
of young people in a serious attempt to 
come alongside them, to hear and to 
understand the world in which they 
are living, but the numbers are too few. 

They are the key to the future 

Dean Borgman in the recent publica- 
tion A Youthful Spirit summed it up as 
follows: ‘Put quite simply and starkly, 
the Church is too busy and fearful to 
enter the culture of our young people, 
so we only work with those who come 
to us.’ And yet, young people probably 
hold the key to the future of the 
Church. Because they are at the fore- 
front of modern culture, they can be, 
as Pete Ward describes them, our 
guides and creative energy in the enter- 
prise of the church engaging with 
modern culture. For me this sums up 
the challenge which faces me in my 
role as Diocesan Youth Adviser, and the 
whole Church, as we move into the 
next millennium. 
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REFLECTIONS FROM TAIZE 

Comments from some of those who went on the 
1999 Diocesan Pilgrimage toTaizt (pictured) 



One special feeling that struck me most was the sense of 
equality. We were there with 4000 other people from 
different cultures and countries and it didn’t matter how you 
dressed, looked or where you were from. I will be staying in 
contact with the friends I have made and also thinking about 
Taize next year Edward Armstrong 

It is a place of hope and acceptance - to sit and look at 
4000 plus young people from all over the world worship- 
ping together in simplicity and gentleness means so much to 
me - that Christianity is alive today for the young.They will 
take in onwards. Rev'd Sheila Nunn, Co-leader 

IfTaize doesn’t see me again something drastic will have 
happened! Jenny Evans 

And some anonymous comments 

What makes it extra special for me was the people in the 
group and the new friends that I made. 

Nothing quite prepares you for the reality of your first visit. 
That so many young people can come together and share 
ideas and experiences is fantastic; that they are from such 
varying backgrounds, with so many languages, leads to a 
deeply enriching experience. 

The feeling of peace and love was overwhelming. 

The images of the candles stay in my mind, also the singing 
which has a way of making you feel warm inside and moving 
you to tears. 

Taize was an important part of my spiritual journey aand 
encouraged me to step into the unknown with the knowl- 
edge that God has a plan for my life. 


Taize teaches people from countries like ours that we take av 
lot for granted - not just posessions but people. 




SHERBORNE 

SCHOOL 

FOR GIRLS 

Open Morning 

Saturday 2nd October, lOam-lpm. 


Families are warmly invited to attend. 

The Headmistress will give a short presentation at 10.15am. 

• Outstanding academic results 

• In the top 100 schools in the UK for 6 years 
(FT 1000 index) 

• Entry at 11 +, 12+, 13+ and Sixth Form 

• Boarding and day school for girls 11 to 18 
One of the leading girls’ schools in the United Kingdom 

Telephone: 01935 818287 

The School is a 
Charitable Trust 

lor the purpose Sherborne School for Girls, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 3QN. 

of educating 

girls No. 307427 EmaiLenquityt&shertxmme.com 



A new book from 

GORDON BAILEY 

MIX and MATCH 

ISBN 09535889 0 4 

is a collection of Gordon’s amusing, thought- 
provoking, groan producing bits and pieces, the vast 
majority of which will be new to the readers of his 
previous books which include: 

' Plastic World’, ‘ Patchwork Quilt’, ‘Can a Man 
Change ?” and ' Stuff and Nonsense’ 

Published through and in aid of the registered 
charity, Schools Outreach (516184) the book can be 
ordered from the charity or from your local bookshop 

£4.99 ♦ 76p pap - £5.75 per copy 

Cheques payable to: 'Schools Outreach’ 
from: 

Schools Outreach, 10 High Street, Bromsgrove, 
Worcs B6l 8HQ. TeL 01527 574404 


COUNSELLING 

For Individual or 
Couple Counselling 

contact Ann Morton, Dip HC 

(BAC accredited; UKRC Reg. Ind. Counsellor) 

Tel. 01235 763970 

for a confidential appointment 


©GO 



VERDI 

REQUIEM 

Marlow Choral Society 
and 

Princes Risborough Music Society 
at 

Wycombe Swan Theatre 

Sunday 28th November, 1999 

Stalls and Circle £12 Upper circle £9 


TTlh® Tr®w®Qr 

of St Michael at the North Gate Cornmarket, Oxford 
Tel: 01865 240940 

is open every day 

(except Christmas Day and Good Friday) 

1 April - 31 October 10am - 5pm 
1 November - 3 1 March 1 0am - 4pm 
OPEN 1 2 NOON Sundays (Closed during services) 
Church Treasury including rare silver and documents 
Church clock mechanisms and bells on display 
Climb Oxford's oldest building and get a new perspective 
on the city 

Admission £1 .50 adults, £1 .00 OAPs and Students 
80p children 


Experience ... 


The greatest story ever told 
in one of the world's most 
beautifid natural settings 

Oberammergau 

2000 

more than a holiday! 


For details, pleose contort: 

» Christian Tours (UK) ltd la 

^ Freephone 0800 13 79 28 ^ 


YORKSHIRE 

BRIDLINGTON 




White Rose Guest 
House offers good 


food, comfortable rooms and friendly 
atmosphere. Brochure: (01262) 
673245. Pensioners Discount Weeks. 


SOMERSET 

BREAN SANDS 

2 bedroom holiday flats, private 
access to beach, near all facilities, 
from £175 pw all inclusive. 
Parking space, pets welcome. 
Wheelchair acoess. 


Tel. 01935 474320, 01278 751741 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ••• Highly Commended 
Corps d" elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensutle Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone/tai 01929 450224 
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space for prayer . 1 9 


Oxford 

Diocesan 

PRAYER 

DIARY 
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Edited by Graham Canning 


If then our common life in Christ yields any- 
thing to stir the heart, any loving 
consolation, any sharing of the Spirit, any 
warmth of affection or comparison, fill up 
my cup of happiness by thinking and feeling 
alike, with the same love for one another, 
the same turn of mind, and a common care 
for unity. Philippians 2 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Friday 1st Abingdon Deanery. For a close 
and constructive partnership among the 
churches of the deanery, particularly in sup- 
port of the weak. For collaboration with 
fellow Christians of other traditions. For 
joint efforts within the Abingdon Christian 
Training Scheme (ACTS), the child contact 
centre, hospital and school chaplaincies, 
‘The Bridge’ and in the field of youth min- 
istry. For the area dean - Leighton Thomas; 
synod lay chairman — Barbara McGregor. 
Saturday 2nd Abingdon Team Ministry in 
Abingdon and at Shippon: clergy - Michael 
Goode, Michael Sams, Corinne Smith, 

George Cox, Charmian Manship, Peter Silva, 
Martin Lovering, Tim Davis, Peter Walker, 
Rosanna Martin, Simon Walker, Stephen 
Godfrey, Christopher Seaman, Pauline 
Seaman; licensed lay ministers - Roger 
Hancox, David Lever, Derek Walker, Colin 
Wood, Barry Taylor, Ian Kemp; full time 
youth worker — Charlie Taylor. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 3rd Almighty God, we thank you for 
those who through their work infield and farms 
have brought in another harvest. We continue to 
pray for all those who work in the farming indus- 
try: may they know that through the work of 
farming they share in your purposes and wise 
ordering of this world. Sustain them and help 
them through the present difficulties and 
increasing hardship. 

Those being ordained: see centre pages. 
Monday 4th Appleton and at Besselsleigh 
with Dry Sandford: clergy - Bob Penman, 
John Cooper. 

Tuesday 5th Cumnor, Farmoor, Dean Court: 


clergy - Douglas Durand, Linden Fletcher: 
licensed lay ministers - Brian Dent, Eve 
Lockett. 

Wednesday 6th Drayton Group Ministry 
with Sutton Courtenay with Appleford and 
Steventon): clergy - Dorothy Derrick, v 
Theresa Scott. 

Thursday 7th Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kington Bagpuize: clergy - Keith Triplow. 
Kennington: clergy - Terry Smith, Tony 
Johnson. 

Friday 8th Marcham with Gafford: clergy - 
Robin Lapwood; Radley with Sunningwell: 
clergy - Tom Gibbons, Tony Rogerson. 
Saturday 9th Steventon with Milton (Group 
Ministry with Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford and Drayton): clergy - Colin 
Patching; licensed lay ministers - Jack Jarvis, 
Tim Budd. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE 
Sunday 10th International prayer for peace: 
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to 
truth. Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to 
trust. Lead me from hate to love, from war to 
peace. Let peace fill our heart, our world our uni- 
verse. 

Monday 11th Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford (Group Ministry with Drayton and 
Steventon with Milton): clergy - Leighton 
Thomas. 

Tuesday 12th Wootton: clergy - John 
Cooper. 

Wednesday 13th Church House staff contd: 
Keith Lamdin (director of training); Carole 
Leary (secretary surveyors); Christine Lodge 
(Bishop’s private secretary); Michelle 
Longshaw (education schools’ secretary); 
Steve Moyise (St Albans and Oxford ministry 
course); Edmund Newell (Bishop’s chaplain); 
Rosemary Pearce (diocesan secrtary) . 
Thursday 14th Church House staff contd: 
Lynda Perry (secretary surveyors); Debbie 
Perry (Bishop’s secretary); Gill Pratley (St 
Albans and Oxford ministry course); Tessa 
Proud (secretary communications officer); 
Jean Rivers (reception); Edith Sanchez 
(accountant schools and trusts); Jo Saunders 
(board of social responsibility). 

Friday 15th Church House staff contd: 
Yvonne Ryan (Council for Ministry secre- 
tary); Mary Saunders (Diocesan Advisory 
Committee and pastoral secretary); Clive 
Sedgewick (schools’ adviser); Delia Skelcher 
(accountant Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance); Michele Spillane (accounts depart- 
ment); Karen Stribling (training and parish 
resources secretary); Danny Sullivan 
(schools’ adviser). 

Saturday 16th Church House staff contd: 
Maggie Thomas (secretary buildings); 
Richard Thomas (communications director); 



Trevor Thomas (computer manager); Clare 
Wenham (assistant The DOOR); Tony 
Williamson (director of education); 
Christine Zwart (editor of The DOOR). 



Mystery in Abingdon 

Motorists and bus passengers on 
Abingdon’s ring road are asking the 
same question: 4 Where is the church on 
Long Furlong?’ The eyecatching poster 
is a clever reminder that the nearby 
Long Furlong Estate has a new church 
planted by Christ Church. Services are 
held in the Long Furlong County 
Primary School. You are asked to pray 
for Abingdon deanery this month. 


TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
ONE WORLD WEEK 

Sunday 17th God give us the serenity to accept 
the things that cannot be changed; courage to 
change the things that should be changed; and the 
wisdom to know the difference. Reinhold 
Niebuhr 

Monday 18th ST LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
In St Luke’s tide we pray for all who work in 
our hospitals and hospices. For our hospital 
chaplains, for those who are ill in body 
mind and spirit and for all who care for 
them. 

Tuesday 19th The Church’s ministry of 
healing: diocesan adviser - Hugh Kent. 
Wednesday 20th Deanery of Aston and 
Cuddesdon. For consultations between 
benefices over future pastoral organisation 
within the deanery. For the deanery synod 
as they debate the report produced by the 
pastoral committee. For the area dean - John 
Crowe; synod lay chairman - Brian Newey. 
Thursday 21st Benson: clergy - Andrew 
Hawken. 

Friday 22nd Chalgrove with Berrick Salome: 
clergy - Ian Cohen; lay minister - Robert 
Heath-Whyte. 

Saturday 23rd Chinnor with Emmington 
and Sydenham, Aston Rowant with Crowell: 


clergy - Charles Draper, Joan Deval, Serena 
Hutton; licensed lay ministers - Maurice 
Barkes, David Bartlett, David Higgot, Dennis J 
Porter. 

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 24th The staff of the United Society * 
for the Propogation of the Gospel (USPG) as * 
they face a time of change, stemming from I 
reorganisation to equip the society to renew ■ 
its role in service to the world church in 
Britain and in Ireland and in other parts of ■ 
the Anglican Communion. The society’s har- 1 
vest appeal to fund desperately needed I 

improvements to hostels for children from I 
poor rural families at schools run by the I 
church in North India. I 

Monday 25th Dorchester Team Ministry: I 

clergy - John Crowe, Myles Godfrey, Simon | 
Hill, Jan Hiles, Mervyn Puleston, Marcus | 

Braybrooke, Sue Booys; licensed lay minis- | 
ters - Alan Miles, Roger Cutts, Brian Newey. | 
Tuesday 26th Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin | 
and Cuxham with Easington: clergy - | 

Martin Garner. | 

Wednesday 27th Great Milton with Little | 
Milton and Great Haseley : clergy - Victor | 
Story. 

Thursday 28th ST SIMON AND ST JUDE 
All who collaborate in the ministry of our 
churches. Thame Valley Team Ministry: cler- . 
gy - Christopher Neal, Simon Brignall, David . 
Jackson, Janet Hulett, Ian Adams, Henry 
Brierley, Keith Weston; deaconess - Margaret. 
Brierly; licensed lay ministers - Derek 
Witchell, John Wilson-Brown, Caroline 
McKeown. 

Friday 29th Icknield, Britwell Salome, 

Pyrton, Swyncombe, Watlington: clergy - 
Christopher Evans, Helen Kendrick, Euan 
Henderson; licensed lay minister - Nick 
McLeish. 

Saturday 30th Wheatley Team Ministry: 
clergy - John Fuller, Angela Butler, John 
Edmonds-Seal, Mark Chapman, Chris Taylor, * 
William Brierley, Richard Cowles, Faith 
Claringbull, Brenda Knight, Caroline King; • 

licensed lay ministers - Rodney Dawber, 

John Ingram, Richard Bainbridge, Albert i 

Eastham, Margaret Rosenthal. I 

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT I 

Sunday 31st Those living in the province of I 
South Africa; the Diocese of Angola: for its I 
proclamation of the Good News throughout I 
30 years of civil war, and for the tremendous | 
growth of the Church which is occurring | 

there. For those whose lives have been shat- | 
tered by the war: for its end and the | 

establishment of representative government.| 
We continue to pray for our link Diocese of | 
Kimberley and Kuruman, for Bishop | 

Itumeleng Moseki and the staff and clergy of| 
the Diocese. 1 
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3 nights in Guernsey 
lor only £199€1$I> 


• 3 nights half-board at Le Friquet Country Hotel (4 crown) 

• Return flights direct from Southampton and Gatwick 

• FREE parking at Southampton Airport 

• FREE airport transfers in Guernsey 

• FREE hire car in Guernsey 
plus • FREE seafood platter! 

(Ms is valid until 30-4 (tXC 24/2 to 3/1) 


only £199 

per person 

Based on 2 people sharing a 
twin or double room 


<0 i&u a 

Tours 

23 Blenheim Place, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 8AH 

CHRISTMAS 

HOLIDAYS 

Sandown, Isle of Wight 

5 days, Friday 22nd October - Tuesday 26th 
October. Day trips included £150.00 
Scotland Holly & Hogmanay 
5 days Monday 1st November - Friday 5th 
November. Day trips included £150.00 
Plus Turkey and Tinsel Breaks during November 
and December. Christmas Tour Weston Super 
Mare, 5 days, Thursday 23rd December - Monday 
27th December - No SS. Mystery Trips Out. 
Christmas Shopping/ Day Trips 
Christmas Shopping Merry Hill, Dudley - 
Thursday 11th November £10.00 
Christmas Lunch and entertainment at Warners 
Littlecote Hotel, Thursday 18th November £16.00 
Christmas Shopping in Calais and 
Boulogne, coach and sea 
crossing, Saturday 4th 
December £17.50 
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JET AGE 

■ MUSEUM* 



Many 
famous 
aircraft built 
in Gloucester 
and sit in 
some cockpits 
+ 600 
aircraft 

GAC • t R*9Mtar«d Ch*ty models 


01452 715100 
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Ivy House Hotel 

Hawkshead, Nr Ambieside. Cumbria 

Sniall family run hotel located in (be 
centre of (his most attractive village • 
sensibly prices • contact David or Jane 
for brochure. 

Freephone 0800 0563533 

www.ivybousebolel.coin 


SPANISH WALKING 
HOUDAYS 

Guided waiting on fa Cotto Blanca in unal 
groups. Stay in comfortable and relaxed 


Pidt up from and to Airport included. 

Tel: 0181 856 5332 


Pa-S-Sio* FYa 
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COACHTOURS FOR YOUTH GROUPS 
6 day tours to FROM ONLY £229 

Oberammergau r — 

plus the Austrian \ 

Tyrol or German l I 
Rhineland from l. : $ 

£229 including full \ j 
board accommoda- l 
tion. ticket for the l 
Play, return travel by l 
coach and ferry and t 
comprehensive 1 
insurance cover. 


Specialists in youth group 
travel for over 40 years 

For full details please call 

01989 764342 

PGL Travel Ltd. Penyard Lane. 
Ross-on-Wye. Herefordshire. HR9 5GL 
E-Mail: schoo It ours@pgl co.uk 



mm mm 

^ PRIVATE HIRE 

ROLLS ROYCE FOR HIRE 

WEDDINGS 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
TOURING 

OR WHY NOT AS A TREAT 
FOR AN EVENING OUT 
IT’S NOT AS EXPENSIVE AS YOU THINK 

TEL 01993 880660 
MOBILE 07974 046336 



MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 
'JnAspiMtianal! " 

Price | Destination Departs 


£729 

£289 

£649 

£960 

£689 

£689 

£689 

£799 


Amalfi-Italy 
Paris-France bar 
P aphos-Cyprus 
Syrian Dreams 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Oberammergau 


9 20/05/00 

3 26/05/00 

7 20/05/00 

8 29/05/00 

5 8 /7/00 

5 15/7/00 

5 22/7/00 

5 2/7/00 


£1495 Oberammergau \lr 5/5 29/5/00 

£1595 ♦Holyland * 4 * 5/5 19/6/00 

(special Millennium combined lour) 


Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch this space every month 


Portugal, Spain, hi»\pt, India and lurkej 


All ftriroc iftrlnHo* excursions, sociable scheduled flight times, 
nil pQvco lHUUUC. half board in great hotels.Escortec 

www.highwaytrust.org / 01256 895966 


HOLY LAND TOURS 


Group & Individual bookings 
Oberammergau 2000 

Call Anna for vacancy list 

Worldwide 
Christian Travel 

Tm Award Winning Christian Tour Operator 
36 Coldharbour Road Bristol BS6 7NA 

=-=, Tel: 0117 973 1840 

bJ Fax: 0117 973 2434 jjJJ 

www.hadlertours.ltd.uk 
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Fully inclusive tours from local airports 
l to 5 day tours November - December - January 
Magical illusions, miniature elf workshop etc. 
Accommodation in Log Cabins 

im.m 

/lNCLUDING\ 


[ 1 ( MILLENNIUM ) 

\ * V TOURS J 


Canterbury Travel 
01923 822388 

U rm 


ATOL 739 ABTA V6364 






NewStart 

YOUR MILLENNIUM UPDATE 

I am still getting requests for information 
about the millennium candles and the millen- 
nium resolution. Nearly two million have 
already been sent out. CTE can take orders 
up to the end of November but hurry! I can 
send an order form to churches wanting one. 

While each area is working out its own mil- 
lennium programme, a number of events are 
common to all so this month let me just list 
them in order: 

October I Oth Blessing and distribution of 
Yew Trees at Dorchester Abbey at 3pm. An 
order of service to be used when planting 
the tree will be available at this service. 
December 12th Suggested Sunday for com- 
missioning those delivering candles or Bibles. 
December I 9th Special millennium carol and 
Christingle services. 

December 24th Special suggestions for 
Christmas services. 

December 3 1st ‘Evening Service for the start 
of the Third Millennium’ some places are 
using this at 8.0pm 

January 1st. 2000 12 noon Suggested order 
of service based on the Lord’s Prayer for all 
churches (Celebration 2000). Additional 
material for use at other times on this day 
January 2nd Act of dedication for individual 
churches and also material being used at the 
National Services. Material for services for 
The Name of Jesus’. 

January 18th to 25th Material for the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity - theme ‘Blessed 
be God who has blessed us in Christ*,” 
February 2nd Candlemas special services. 
February 14th Suggested Sunday for Launch 
of ‘All Together Now’ with CTBI special 
Musical Lent Course starting with combined 
Songs of Praise. 

April 2nd Mothering Sunday special services. 
May 1 4 to 20th Special services for Christian 
Aid Week June 1 0th Jesus Day ( March for 
Jesus in London) 

June I Ith PENTECOST 2000. All Together 
in One Place* - Material for county, town or 
country united services. 

December 3rd Special Advent wreath ser- 
vices for the four Sundays. 

An essential tool for every parish is New Start 
Worship Book Two * It contains material for all 
these events. I strongly recommend that 
every parish orders one at once! 

Derek Palmer 01295 268201 

*To order New Start Worship Book Two send a £12 
cheque made out to The Bible Society' to New Start c/o 
The Bible Society, Stonehill Green Swindon SN5 IDG. 

The book includes a form to order the disk version for 
£250 from "Worship Resources', Millennium Office 


Church House, Gt Smith St, London SWIP 3NZ). New 
Start Worship Book One is still available (£5). 






Philip Cruttwell writes about an 
unusual experiment in Christian 
communal living in Milton Keynes 



I magine inviting a group of peo- 
ple over for a meal one day and 
they stay! In fact the new ecu- 
menical community at The Well 
has now been together for two 
years, having decided In August 
1997 ‘to stay*. Who are we? Well, 
our resident community at present 
is made up of seven adults and five 
children, all living in the former 
Priory at Willen on the outskirts of 
Milton Keynes. 

For us the story of the communi- 
ty began some four years ago with 
the decision of The Society of the 
Sacred Mission to move from The 
Priory. Rather than selling up, they 
generously agreed to support a new 
community and following many, 
many meetings the potential mem- 
bers agreed the basis for beginning 
a new communal life. 

What is our vision? 

What do you do7 we are frequent- 
ly asked. It would be wonderful to 
offer a clear vision statement, but 
in reality we struggle almost daily 
for a better understanding of our 
purpose. Perhaps the best we can 
offer at present is a two-fold chal- 
lenge: to live as community in a 
world where individualism and 


fragmentation are the norm and to 
be a resource for meetings, dia- 
logue, creativity and hospitality for 
the wider community. 

Is it really the good life? 

The reality of twelve people living 
together is full of both blessings 
and tensions, joys and misunder- 
standings, tranquillity and frantic 
activity. Although individuals and 
families have their own accommo- 
dation, the dining room and 
lounge, where the Office is said 
each night) are shared. However, 
many visitors tell us that The Well 
is very peaceful, thereby creating 
an image of a well-ordered commu- 
nity life, and whilst we are 
delighted that visitors should enjoy 
some peace here, this is generally 
not the experience of those who 
live here! The varied family and 
work commitments of community 
members mean that a typical day 
at the The Well hardly exists, but a 
certain amount of structure is 
attempted and we meet for an 
evening meal, share domestic tasks, 
attend a weekly community meet- 
ing and daily evening prayers. 

We run guest accommodation 
and meeting rooms which are avail- 


able to individuals, churches, vol- 
untary sector groups, local 
authority users and businesses and 
wc house an excellent theology 
library, much under-used! 

Creativity also abounds byway 
of workshops open to children and 
adults in painting, clay work, batik, 
and much else, phis workshops on 
spirituality and the environment 
and justice and p(ace issues. 



Asylum seekers project 

Monday and Thursday are commit- 
ted to our work with local asylum 
seekers. This brings community 
members, other volunteers and 
local authority staff together, on 
two projects, one based at The Well, 
the other at the YMCA Bam House 
in Milton Keynes city centre. 

What of the future? It seems 
that The Well should continue to 
be a place where the stranger is 
welcomed and valued. ‘We also 
value the experience of living in 
community and being able to offer 
that experience to others’ Chris 
Baker said 

Philip is part-time general business manager 
for The Well and is also buOding a marketing 
and web site design business. For details about 
The Wen telephone: 01908242190, tax 
242187, email 113O5227140compusoye.com 
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More about the photographs by Frank Blackwell 
The community are pictured left (I to r): David Bouda; Coralie 
Mansfield; the Revd Chris Baker (part-time acting chaplain at 
Campsfield House) with daughter, Florence and his wife, the 
Revd Dilly Baker (who is also Vicar of St Mary Magdalene 
Church) and son,Theo; Mary King; Philip Cruttwell. The other 
photos from the top show: apple picking time; the apples are 
made into an organic apple juice which David Bouda and 
Coralie Mansfield press in the kitchen; John Davis, treasurer of 
the community, consults one of the library* many books; 

Olivia Mansfield (left) and Florence Baker put the finishing 
touches to their collage; prayer in the Round Room. 




The Bitton Chalice is a superb 
facsimile of the 14thC original 
rediscovered some three hundred 
years later at Exeter Cathedral. 

Bishop Bitton, a considerable 
benefactor of Exeter Cathedral, died 
in 1307 and was laid to rest in the 
presbytert. During 18thC repair work 
the grave was rediscovered and 
opened to reveal a sapphire ring, the 
remains of a wooden crosier and a 
silver pattern and chalice, still 
beautiful although thin and decayed 
by age. 

Spencers of Honiton, well known gold and silversmiths are expert in the 
reproduction of such ancient artefacts. Using tools dating back over 100 
years, blended with skills and techniques a thousand years old, they 
present a fusion of craftsmanship at the highest level. Painstakingly, 
despite corrosion and damage inflicted by time, using photographs 
linked with the 19thc drawings, Spencers re-created the Bitton Chalice. 
Each finished piece is individually numbered and will carry the 
Millennium Hallmark of the Sheffield Assay Office commemorating the 
passing of 2,000 years since the birth of Christ. 

Standard Chalice ( 105mm high) £395.00 

Standard Paten ( 1 35mm in diameter) £ 1 50.00 
Large Chalice ( 1 55mm high) £650.00 

Large Paten (180mm in diameter) £250.00 

Ciborium (155mm high) £825.00 


CHRISTIAN HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 

PILGRIM HALL 

A lovely old country house set on a 
beautiful twelve-acre private estate offers: 

* Ideal venue for leadership conferences. Church 
retreats or Alpha weekends 

* Comfortable & well-equipped conference facilities 
for up to 130 

* Indoor & outdoor sports facilities 

* Leisurely walks in our grounds or in this area of 
natural beauty 

* Excellent reputation for good, appetising food 

* Day conferences also welcome 

We are always happy to discuss your individual 
requirements. Please also phone us for your copy of 

our Year 2000 Diary of Events and for any other 
information you may require. 

® 01825 840295 

We are alreading taking bookings for 2001 and our own 
holiday are extremely popular. 

To avoid disappointment , please do not delay! 


THE BITTON CHALICE 


CHURCH SILVER OF GREAT 
SIGNIFICANCE AND HISTORICAL VALUE 


10% of the purchase price is 
donated directly to 


Exeter Cathedral Funds 


We also undertake commissions, repairwork and valuations 
of church silver. 

For further information please contact John Spencer 

SPENCERS OF HONITON 
65 HIGH STREET, HONITON, DEVON EX14 8PW 
Telephone: 01404 42776 
www.jspencer.co.uk 


Pilgrimage on a bicycle by guest writer; Mary Bulpit 


E very September my husband and I have ‘manned’ the checkpoint at our 
church for the Historic Churches Sponsored Cycle Ride.This year, how- 
ever, I fulfilled my long-standing ambition to cycle in the Ride myself. 
Before setting out, I looked in my Bible, for a suitable verse that I could carry 
in my thoughts with me. Time was short, so I decided just to open my Bible 
anywhere, and read the verse at the top of the page. My eyes fell on Isaiah 
57: 1 4: Then a voice was heard: build up a highway, build it and clear the track. 
Sweep away all that blocks my people’s path.’ 

I left Littlemore Church at 10.05 am and set off towards Rose Hill 
Methodist Church. From there I went via Tree Lane to Iffley St Mary’s Church 
and then to South Oxford via Iffley Lock and Donnington Bridge' I found the 
Abingdon Road and South Oxford Baptist Chapel in Wytham Street and a lit- 
tle further on St John’s Church. Then it was on to St Matthew’s Church at 
Grandpont. I enquired there if the footbridge was still in use, and being told it 
was, I crossed the river to St Ebbe’s Church where I found two sheets to sign, 
one for St Ebbe’s and one for St Aldate’s Church (which was closed). 

I decided to avoid the busy City Centre, and headed for Christ Church 
Cathedral, which - to my surprise - was ‘unmanned’. Perhaps they were having 
lunch! My next stop was St Mary the Virgin in the High Street and then I care- 
fully cycled on in the midst of the traffic to St Clement’s Church. Here I 
stopped, took off my coat and had a glass of water before making my way to 
the Cowley Road and the Wesley Hall Chapel and St Mary and St John. 

My next stop was the most interesting of all. Up a narrow lane away from 
the noise of the traffic was St Bartlemass Chapel. Built in 1 1 26, it was originally 
known as the Leper Chapel and is still used for monthly Mass, but I had to 
leave the peace and quiet and rejoin the main road before turning off to visit 
St Alban’s Church. 

Slowly I began to climb the long hill towards John Bunyan Chapel and then 
further on to St James’ Church. By now I was feeling rather tired in the sudden 
heat until I suddenly realised that I had achieved my goal. I am glad I went. I 
wouldn’t have missed it and thank you all my sponsors. 

Mary Bulpit is a member of St Mary and St Nicholas Church, Littlemore. She has agreed that we 
may tell you that she is 78 years old and that she raised £150 in sponsorship for the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust Congratulations to her and to all those who turned out on 
1 1 September for the Historic Churches Bike Ride in Berkshire, Bucks and Oxfordshire. 
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